When God Calls The Common: Amos
Amos 1:11-12
Not that far into my Christian sojourn, I discovered that my anger issues—rooted in selfloathing and shame for past sins—were not immediately sanctified by God. No miracle
disappearing of said self-righteous rage. Zap! Gone? Not at all. My new wife was perhaps
shocked that she had just married a impulsively angry man who punched out walls—which
I did—and whose own brokenness broke objects and himself with unbridled fury. Thankfully,
my outbursts were never directed at her, though her words could trigger my episodes. I
knew that hating myself was wrong. My self-loathing did not line up with even the little bit of
Scripture I knew at that point.
God knew that I needed a truth transformation. And the sooner, the better. Certainly, my
marriage would not have lasted long had the Holy Spirit not given me this verse to
memorize and meditate upon, and declare during these attacks from Satan:
James 1:20

For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.

And better presented in context:
James 1:19-21
My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to
speak and slow to become angry, because human anger does not produce the
righteousness that God desires. Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so
prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.
In other words, my self-produced anger did not bring about the righteous life that God
expected of me.
This one verse—over time declared and obeyed—cut off my angry exploits, saved my
marriage, and restored my walk with Jesus.
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: As a believer, is there ever a right time to be angry? What
Scriptures might support this view?
(INTRODUCTION)
Today we look at a verse in Amos that graphically describes what happens when human
anger becomes an inferno of unhinged human rage—and worthy of God’s holy vengeance.

Amos 1:11
(KJV) Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Edom, and for four, I will not turn
away the punishment thereof; because he did pursue his brother with the sword, and did
cast off all pity, and his anger did tear perpetually, and he kept his wrath for ever:

(NIV) This is what the LORD says: "For three sins of Edom, even for four, I will not relent.
Because he pursued his brother with a sword and slaughtered the women of the land,
because his anger raged continually and his fury flamed unchecked,
Amos has come to deliver another “Thus saith the Lord” judgment—irreversible, inevitable,
and formidable. Look out, Edom! Remember, folks that for three transgressions, and for
four refers to the unrepentant, continual nature of these sins. God’s vengeance was
aroused by the distinctly evil, unrelenting nature of the crime.
We know that He is long suffering towards the sinful:
2Peter 3:9
The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.
But, as we have been learning, when the cup of iniquity begins to overflow and flood the
grace of God, His character demands that He act. Let’s take a look at the specifics of the
sin committed here.
Because he did pursue his brother with the sword. His own brother? Yes, not long after the
sinful fall of man in Genesis 3, familial dysfunction reared its ugly head with Cain hating his
more righteous brother Abel, and jealously murdering him in cold blood:
Genesis 4:8
And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that
Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.
Read through Genesis 4, and see how the sin nature manifests itself in Cain and how
murderous human rage becomes part of our fallen Adam nature—part of the story of our
need for a Saviour—distancing the unredeemed from God’s holiness, but not from his
mercy:
Genesis 4:14-15
Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and from thy face shall I
be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that
every one that findeth me shall slay me. And the LORD said unto him, Therefore,
whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. And the LORD set a
mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him.
So, let’s not be shocked—any of us who have experienced deep, demonic divides within
our family lines. It’s the sin nature that would cause a man to pursue his brother with the
sword!
Did cast off all pity. Oh, beloved—to extend no mercy, to close off all possibility of peace, to
kill in cold blood—this is Satan.

1Peter 5:8
Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour:
His anger did tear perpetually. This KJV rendering is harrowing. The continual tearing of the
flesh of those made in God’s image (Genesis 1:27)—even family—is not missed or ignored
by God.
Proverbs 15:3 The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good.
This should be a great comfort to believers in the Ukraine today whose soil is being stained
by the blood of the brave, those who know how the Biblical story ends with our victorious
Jesus:
1John 3:8
He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this
purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.
Revelation 21:5-8
And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me,
Write: for these words are true and faithful. And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and
Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the
water of life freely. He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he
shall be my son. But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake
which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.
He kept his wrath forever. This is not a fearful thing to us under the blood of Jesus. Not at
all. We say, keep being angry, unrepentant sinner. There’s a place prepared for you where
you can go and be angry forever.
Revelation 21:8
But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers,
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth
with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.
The righteous, perfect anger of God is a slow burn. Our anger is often knee-jerk, hair trigger,
flash fire, and self-ignited. Here we see what the end of God’s long suffering mercy looks
like:

Amos 1:12
(KJV) But I will send a fire upon Teman, which shall devour the palaces of Bozrah.
(NIV) I will send fire on Teman that will consume the fortresses of Bozrah."
More fire!

Vernon McGee comments: “In the rock–hewn city of Petra, the capital of Edom, which is
located in Teman, everything was destroyed that would burn. The palaces of Bozrah have
been destroyed and have disappeared. This prophecy against Edom has been literally
fulfilled. Judgment came upon them because of their revengeful spirit, because they were
jealous of their brother, Israel.”
Two descendants from Isaac: Edom and Israel. Edom was from Isaac's son Esau, and
Israel was from Esau's twin brother, Jacob (Gen 25:19-28; 27). Two nations always at each
other’s throats! Just like the two brothers. Edom wrongly rejoiced at Israel's misfortunes.
God pronounces his judgment: Edom will be destroyed completely, from Teman in the south
to Bozrah in the north.
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: What do you think should be the limit of God’s long
suffering? Do you ultimately trust in the timing of his perfect judgment in our unjust world?
*STUDY POINT: Find three instances in the Old Testament where God exacts justice swiftly
and severely. Given the context of each scenario, why do you think God acted in such a
dramatic way?
So, what’s our take away from this week’s portion of Old Testament vengeful murder and
the subsequent fiery judgment of God. Surely we don’t live today in the realm of
unrepentant rage? I say with a grieved heart, beloved, that we do. And so God has asked
us, on behalf of the nations, on behalf of our neighbours to pray without ceasing.
2Chronicles 7:14
If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek
my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their
sin, and will heal their land.
1Timothy 2:1-4
I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks,
be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet
and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight
of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of
the truth.
Amen.
~ Reverend Darren McClelland

