When God Calls The Common: Amos
Amos 1:3-5
Do you have a burden for the lost? Or a burden for the broken? A burden for those in the
Ukraine war-torn and displaced? Do you have a burden for the addicted, the sin-sick, or
imprisoned? Perhaps your prayers are pleas for justice, for redemption, or for spiritual
rescue. You desire—more than anything—to see God arise and make everything right.
Well, last week we met a man like-minded, in fact his very name translated means “burden
bearer.” I speak of course about Amos—shepherd, fig farmer, and part-time prophet. Amos
was a hard-working poor man with a burden for his fellow poor—assigned to a single
mission to pronounce God’s justice over a neighbouring nation, and ultimately over his
own neighbour.
We don’t know a great deal about Amos—the Bible magnifies his message more than the
man. Join me now as we listen in on God’s burden bearer. Listen for God’s heart. Listen
for God’s message. It is for then. And it is for today.
Amos 1:2
And he said, The LORD will roar from Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the
habitations of the shepherds shall mourn, and the top of Carmel shall wither.
Last week, we spoke of an earthquake—on the scale of 8.0–that served not only as a time
reference for the reckoning prophecy of Amos, but a display of God’s coming judgment
over a wicked, unrepentant land. God is a lion of justice and will roar—destroying both
Mount Carmel in the north, and Amos’ own rugged pasturelands in the south. God, through
Amos, is about to conduct a surgical survey of the nation, with every wicked practice
brought under examination and exacted with perfect, God-sized justice. Note the precision
now with which Amos identifies each region of the land and their specific sins against
Almighty God. Lest we forget, beloved—we serve a God of specifics when it comes to our
sin. He sees all.
Hebrews 4:13
Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and
opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: Given the current state of our world, how is the fact
that God sees allboth a comfort and a concern?

*STUDY POINT: Identify six passages in the New Testament or Old Testament in which
God/Jesus supernaturally identified wicked intent in a person or people.
Remember whom God has hand-picked for this prophetic mission. A herdsman, a farmer,
an invisible, hard-working poor man. Common? Absolutely, and God would have it no other
way!
Amos 1:3
(KJV) Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Damascus, and for four, I will not
turn away the punishment thereof; because they have threshed Gilead with threshing
instruments of iron:
(NIV) This is what the LORD says: "For three sins of Damascus, even for four, I will not
relent. Because she threshed Gilead with sledges having iron teeth,
“THUS saith the Lord,” is used over four hundred times in the Bible. Other expressions,
like “It is written,” or “The Word of the Lord came unto me,” or “I, the Lord, have spoken it,”
call our attention to emphatic statements, messages, and lessons from God. The Bible is
inspired, sharp, authoritative and forever trustworthy, because it is authored by God alone!
2Timothy 3:16
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness:
2Peter 1:20-21
Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.
Hebrews 4:12
For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow,
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
When God calls the common man, woman, or child, their hearts have already been
prepared by God for the mission at hand—be it big or small. Amos is no exception. Hear
how he humbly responds to Amaziah and his suggestion to abort his prophetic mission:
Amos 7:14-15
Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet's
son; but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycomore fruit: And the LORD took me as I
followed the flock, and the LORD said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel.
Amos is single-minded in his mission and his assigned message from God.

Thus saith the Lord!
Beloved, in our current culture of cynicism, skepticism, and relativism, most people
are absolutelysure there are no absolutes!
Thus saith the Lord!
Damascus, capital of Syria, is first in line—but not in importance—to receive rebuke and
retribution. As a preface to Amos 1:3 and beyond, let us understand that God is long
suffering.
2Peter 3:9
The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.
The justice meted out by God is always perfect in timing and measure. God’s punishment
always fits the crime. And here we have nations founded by and called by God who have
been committing crimes against their Father for a long, long time. God’s just character
demands judgment. The time has come.
Dear Christian, keep short accounts with God. Do not allow your hearts to become
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin (Hebrews 3:13). We see today Russia’s leader
Putin destroying a people and a nation because he has hardened his heart to God. He
feels nothing. He is full of pride. His eternal destination—should he not repent—is eternal
torment in hell. He will be judged:
Hebrews 9:27

And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.

And before we send Putin off on a slow boat to hell, we have to understand that the same
sin nature (Romans 3:23), and potential for going our own way, exists in all of us.
Accept Jesus, and stay close to him forever. He is the hope of the world. Sing with me…
Jesus, You are the hope of the world
Amen, the only hope for this world…
Matthew 16:24-28
Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and
whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. For what is a man profited, if he shall

gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his
soul? For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then
he shall reward every man according to his works. Verily I say unto you, There be some
standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his
kingdom.
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: Based on this passage Matthew 16:24-28, why is it so
important to meet with Jesus every day in humility and surrender? Does your daily routine
reflect the priority of intimate devotional time with your Lord?
You’ve heard and seen the atrocities that Russian soldiers are this very moment
committing against the Ukrainian people. God is aware of them each and all. Justice will
be served, ultimately by our God!
More atrocities. Amos in 1:3 convicts Damascus of torturing and killing the people of
Gilead—their close and vulnerable neighbour—using “threshing sledges with iron teeth.”
These sledges were made for separating grain, not killing the poor and innocent. God arise!

Amos 1:4
(KJV) But I will send a fire into the house of Hazael, which shall devour the palaces of
Benhadad.
(NIV) I will send fire on the house of Hazael that will consume the fortresses of BenHadad.
God is a consuming fire:
Hebrews 12:28-29
Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby
we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: For our God is a consuming
fire.
The “house of Hazael” was a house of violence and unrepentant sin. This dynasty had
been burnt to the ground more than once. Prophet Jeremiah references the very same
house here:
Jeremiah 49:27
And I will kindle a fire in the wall of Damascus, and it shall consume the palaces of
Benhadad.

One would hope that the ferocious, incinerating fire of justice that has come—and is
coming—would in some way be a deterrent from continuing sin in one’s life or the life of a
nation.
Amos 1:5
(KJV) I will break also the bar of Damascus, and cut off the inhabitant from the plain of
Aven, and him that holdeth the sceptre from the house of Eden: and the people of Syria
shall go into captivity unto Kir, saith the LORD.
(NIV) I will break down the gate of Damascus; I will destroy the king who is in the Valley of
Aven and the one who holds the scepter in Beth Eden. The people of Aram will go into
exile to Kir," says the LORD.
Their king co-conspired with Syria’s king to destroy Israel. Their association with this evil
empire meant exile for each and all. God would not be mocked. Interestingly, Kir is known
today as the Republic of Georgia in, yes it’s true—the Soviet Union! Far from irony, this is
tragic destiny.
In conclusion, I have a homework assignment for you.
Read and meditate upon Romans 3:9-20. This passage culminates with this:
Romans 3:18

There is no fear of God before their eyes.

We need to weep. We need to pray for those who are suffering and dying at the hands of
leaders and followers who have no fear of God, his retribution, or his ultimate judgment.
And though it seems unlikely, difficult—except through Jesus—we pray for our enemies
too. And by so doing we can be truly—each one of us—God’s burden bearers.
Matthew 5:43-48
"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I tell you,
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your
Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on
the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward will you
get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And if you greet only your own people,
what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore,
as your heavenly Father is perfect.
Amen.
~ Reverend Darren McClelland

