When God Calls The Common: Amos
Amos 1:9-10
Do you have any outstanding debts in your life? Credit card, mortgage, bank loans;
perhaps you are paying off a new car or a surround-sound system you just couldn’t
resist. Your debt portfolio then might be similar to the majority of Canadians. Or, you
may be especially frugal and wise with money and investments and therefore have no
debt at all.
However, I don’t need to know what your debt load is or isn’t to tell you about one debt
you owe that you will never be able to pay off.
Romans 13:8-14
Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for
whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. The commandments, "You shall not commit
adultery," "You shall not murder," "You shall not steal," "You shall not covet," and
whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one command: "Love
your neighbor as yourself." Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the
fulfillment of the law. And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already
come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than
when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put
aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us behave decently, as
in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and
debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord
Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.
Beloved, God is love.
1John 4:7-11
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has
been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God,
because God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and
only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear
friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
God is love. And God is a Giver.
John 3:16
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
And herein lay the debt that you owe and can never fully repay: the debt to love,
because of what Jesus paid in love on your behalf with His life for your sins. You owe
him big time. So, how will you repay Him if you can’t ever fully do so?

1John 4:19-21
We love him, because he first loved us. If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother,
he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God
whom he hath not seen? And this commandment have we from him, That he who
loveth God love his brother also.
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: Have you ever viewed loving your neighbour as
repayment for the debt of love you owe God? How might this Biblical perspective
change the way you live and love?
All of what I have just shared may help explain why in today’s teaching God violently
punishes a broken covenant of love between King Hiram of Tyre, David, and Solomon.
This covenant was one of friendship and peace between three powerful leaders, and
should never have been broken.

Amos 1:9
(KJV) Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Tyrus, and for four, I will not
turn away the punishment thereof; because they delivered up the whole captivity to
Edom, and remembered not the brotherly covenant:
(NIV) This is what the LORD says: "For three sins of Tyre, even for four, I will not relent.
Because she sold whole communities of captives to Edom, disregarding a treaty of
brotherhood.
Punishment would be severe—more consuming fire enveloping the whole of
Phoenicia—of which Tyre was a part—and irreversible because “Thus saith the Lord.”
Continual, unrepentant sin would be enough to warrant a fiery execution of justice from
the Lord, as we witnessed in the text last week. But here there is an additional
transgression that grieved the heart of God and stirred up His wrath: a broken covenant
of love instigated by Phoenicia.
We already know that God keeps His prophetic word.
Ezekiel 12:28
Therefore say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; There shall none of my words be
prolonged any more, but the word which I have spoken shall be done, saith the Lord
GOD.
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: In our culture of relativism—my truth is as valid as
your truth—how should you and I as Bible believers convey to unbelievers the
unchanging truth of the Gospel?
*STUDY POINT: Find three Scriptures in the New Testament that help answer the
question asked above.

And in Amos 1:9 God is avenging the sins of Tyre: the selling of captives from Judah
into slavery to Edom and other nations, thereby breaking the long-standing brotherly
friendship covenant established between King Tyre, David and Solomon.
Great beginnings rooted in love here:
1Kings 5:1-12
When Hiram king of Tyre heard that Solomon had been anointed king to succeed his
father David, he sent his envoys to Solomon, because he had always been on friendly
terms with David. Solomon sent back this message to Hiram: "You know that because
of the wars waged against my father David from all sides, he could not build a temple
for the Name of the LORD his God until the LORD put his enemies under his feet. But
now the LORD my God has given me rest on every side, and there is no adversary or
disaster. I intend, therefore, to build a temple for the Name of the LORD my God, as the
LORD told my father David, when he said, 'Your son whom I will put on the throne in
your place will build the temple for my Name.' "So give orders that cedars of Lebanon
be cut for me. My men will work with yours, and I will pay you for your men whatever
wages you set. You know that we have no one so skilled in felling timber as the
Sidonians." When Hiram heard Solomon's message, he was greatly pleased and said,
"Praise be to the LORD today, for he has given David a wise son to rule over this great
nation." So Hiram sent word to Solomon: "I have received the message you sent me
and will do all you want in providing the cedar and juniper logs. My men will haul them
down from Lebanon to the Mediterranean Sea, and I will float them as rafts by sea to
the place you specify. There I will separate them and you can take them away. And you
are to grant my wish by providing food for my royal household." In this way Hiram kept
Solomon supplied with all the cedar and juniper logs he wanted, and Solomon gave
Hiram twenty thousand cors of wheat as food for his household, in addition to twenty
thousand baths of pressed olive oil. Solomon continued to do this for Hiram year after
year. The LORD gave Solomon wisdom, just as he had promised him. There were
peaceful relations between Hiram and Solomon, and the two of them made a treaty.
I hope you see now why the debt to love is ongoing and must be paid out by our walking
in love.
2John 1:6
And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from
the beginning, his command is that you walk in love.
In God’s eyes Tyre transgressed twice, seriously disregarding God’s law of love. How
could He not avenge?

Amos 1:10
(KJV) But I will send a fire on the wall of Tyrus, which shall devour the palaces thereof.
(NIV) I will send fire on the walls of Tyre that will consume her fortresses."

Be sure that God’s justice was perfect and complete. Just as was the cross of Jesus for
us. So our debt to love continues today.
God let us so reverence You that we would carry out our covenants of love with one
another out of gratefulness—our eyes fixed on Jesus, who paid our sin debt in full.
Hebrews 12:2
Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of
the throne of God.
Hallelujah!
~ Reverend Darren McClelland

