When God Calls The Common: Amos
Amos 2:6-8
Amos 2:6
(KJV) Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, I will not
turn away the punishment thereof; because they sold the righteous for silver, and the
poor for a pair of shoes;
(NIV) This is what the LORD says: "For three sins of Israel, even for four, I will not
relent. They sell the innocent for silver, and the needy for a pair of sandals.
Our part-time prophet has been taking aim and proclaiming judgment upon all the
regions around Israel—much to their delight, as everyone loves to see justice done on
someone else—and now has arrived at target one in God’s eyes. In their spiritual
blindness, Israel did not expect to be judged by their God. It could be said that most, if
not all, sinners believe they are basically good. Scripture states otherwise:
Romans 3:9-20
What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both
Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; As it is written, There is none righteous,
no, not one: There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.
They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none
that doeth good, no, not one. Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they
have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: Whose mouth is full of cursing
and bitterness: Their feet are swift to shed blood: Destruction and misery are in their
ways: And the way of peace have they not known: There is no fear of God before their
eyes. Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are
under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty
before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his
sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.
Romans 3:23

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

How much more pervasive is the spiritual blindness of the religious and self-righteous?
John 9:39-41
And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might
see; and that they which see might be made blind. And some of the Pharisees which
were with him heard these words, and said unto him, Are we blind also? Jesus said
unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore
your sin remaineth.
The sin referred to in Amos 2:6 is Israel selling the impoverished—whom God
repeatedly calls His precious own and whom He will protect—for pieces of silver. They
even bribe and corrupt the presiding judges for a pair of shoes to enslave the poor! The

cup of iniquity has overflowed onto God’s grace. The very nation that God set apart from
neighbouring nations as His own—and to whom He imparted His revelatory Word
personally—is now the target of His lion-force ferocious punishment. Amos has set up
this formidable scene that will fill the rest of his book, all because of hardened hearts set
upon sin.
Hebrews 3:7-19
Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, Harden not your
hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: When your
fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years. Wherefore I was
grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err in their heart; and they have
not known my ways. So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.) Take
heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the
living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we are made partakers of Christ, if we
hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end; While it is said, To day if ye
will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. For some, when they
had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by Moses. But with
whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose
carcases fell in the wilderness? And to whom sware he that they should not enter into
his rest, but to them that believed not? So we see that they could not enter in because
of unbelief.
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: How long do you think it takes for a person to become
numb to sin, and therefore arouse God’s wrath to punishment? How might we avoid
such a tragic outcome?
*STUDY POINT: Find three Scriptures in either Old or New Testament that would help
you to answer the above questions.

Amos 2:7
(KJV) That pant after the dust of the earth on the head of the poor, and turn aside the
way of the meek: and a man and his father will go in unto the same maid, to profane my
holy name:
(NIV) They trample on the heads of the poor as on the dust of the ground and deny
justice to the oppressed. Father and son use the same girl and so profane my holy
name.
In the east, it was common practice for the poor and oppressed to lift up dirt from the
ground and cover their heads with it—in an expression of great grief and hopelessness.
This time it is Israel itself inflicting oppression, pain and torture upon the poor, meek,
and defenceless—to the point that they are throwing dirt upon themselves. God must
act!

Familial fornication is rampant in Israel, masked by only meaningless ritualistic
religion—which in many cases included temple prostitution to worship lifeless gods like
Astarte. We know what God thinks of heartless religious ritual:
Isaiah 29:13
Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and
with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear
toward me is taught by the precept of men:
To worship this idolatrous admixture of the profane and holy only stirs up God’s wrath
further.

Amos 2:8
(KJV) And they lay themselves down upon clothes laid to pledge by every altar, and
they drink the wine of the condemned in the house of their god.
(NIV) They lie down beside every altar on garments taken in pledge. In the house of
their god they drink wine taken as fines.
According to Moses, outer garments belonging to the poor and given in pledge for
monies owed, must be returned to the poor as covering during cool nights. The
Israelites, like so many schoolyard bullies, prevented the use of or stole entirely these
garments for their own physical or spiritual use. And with false fines collected from the
poor—money they did not have to spare—the Israelites bought wine for their religious
purposes.
Knowing the pattern of unrepentant sin and the prophecies of forthcoming judgment
from God in the Book of Amos, next comes the punishment.
Get ready!
~ Reverend Darren McClelland

