When God Calls The Common: Amos
Amos 2:9-16
Amos 2:9
(KJV) Yet destroyed I the Amorite before them, whose height was like the height of the
cedars, and he was strong as the oaks; yet I destroyed his fruit from above, and his roots
from beneath.
(NIV) "Yet I destroyed the Amorites before them, though they were tall as the cedars and
strong as the oaks. I destroyed their fruit above and their roots below.
God here is reviewing through Amos’ prophetic judgment Who He is and what He has done
for His set-aside, chosen children in times past. Had Israel forgotten their God? Had they
forgotten their chosen identity before the nations? The Amorites were perhaps the most
formidable enemy Israel would face, and yet God had no problem terminating them from
before his children that they would be able to safely inhabit the promised land.
Numbers 13:32-33
And they brought up an evil report of the land which they had searched unto the children of
Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone to search it, is a land that eateth up
the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a great stature. And
there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in our
own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.
I destroyed his fruit… This phrase indicates complete destruction of the Amorite giants—top
to bottom—just as God’s consuming fire completely engulfed and destroyed Moab (Amos
2:2).
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: Can you recall three incidents in which you know God
took out an enemy from your life? How did He accomplish this? At what point were you
aware that He had your back? What did you learn about your God through these spiritual
rescues?

Amos 2:10
(KJV) Also I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and led you forty years through the
wilderness, to possess the land of the Amorite.
(NIV) I brought you up out of Egypt and led you forty years in the wilderness to give you the
land of the Amorites.
God reminds the Israelites that it was He Who had delivered them from the Egyptian armies.
Exodus 14:13-14
And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD,
which he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see
them again no more for ever. The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.

And what long-suffering God exhibited as he fathered His stubborn, disobedient children for
forty years in the wilderness.
Exodus 32:9
And the LORD said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiffnecked
people:
God also cleared the way for the Israelites to possess the promised land—enemy-free and
provision-rich!

Amos 2:11
(KJV) And I raised up of your sons for prophets, and of your young men for Nazarites. Is
itnot even thus, O ye children of Israel? saith the LORD.
(NIV) "I also raised up prophets from among your children and Nazirites from among your
youths. Is this not true, people of Israel?" declares the LORD.
God continues His forceful, pre-judgment reminder to his children through Amos, that His
spirit had borne and raised prophets who spoke hard truths into the ears of the people, and
Nazirites who were set apart as vessels fit for God’s use (2 Timothy 2:21). The Nazirites
were objects of God’s holiness amidst rampant sin and idolatry in the land.
Is this not true, people of Israel?
They knew it was.
And so God’s coming judgment would be justified.
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: Have there been times when you bypassed God’s
revealed truth to you in favour of going your own way? Were there consequences? Did you
sense God’s discipline at work? What would you do next time to see a better outcome?
*STUDY POINT: Write down a few of the narratives where Israel turned their back on God.
Note any parallels to the modern church today. How could you—as just one believer—make
a difference for the better.

Amos 2:12
(KJV) But ye gave the Nazarites wine to drink; and commanded the prophets, saying,
Prophesy not.
(NIV) "But you made the Nazirites drink wine and commanded the prophets not to prophesy.
Unbelievable as it sounds, the Israelites set to corrupting God’s beacons of truth and
godliness—the Nazirites—with demon alcohol! They also silenced the prophets who were
sent by God to speak truth. So, all traces of God’s goodness and holiness—and essentially
His saving grace—were wiped out because of their hardness of heart. God would have to
act!

Hebrews 3:12-19
Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from
the living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is called Today; lest any of you be
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold
the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end; While it is said, Today if ye will hear
his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. For some, when they had heard,
did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by Moses. But with whom was he
grieved forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose carcases fell in the
wilderness? And to whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that
believed not? So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.
So, beloved, we would do well to observe these examples of disobedience—and
subsequent punishment—written down for us, that we would not in like manner fall into
unrepentant sin.

Amos 2:13
(KJV) Behold, I am pressed under you, as a cart is pressed that is full of sheaves.
(NIV) "Now then, I will crush you as a cart crushes when loaded with grain.
God is long suffering. His judgment over Israel would not be a knee-jerk reaction but a
painful, drawn-out waiting for a nation to repent. Their sins would pile sky-high over God’s
grace before He would exact justice. How different we handle injustice and offence!
2Peter 3:8-9
But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as
some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance.

Amos 2:14
(KJV) Therefore the flight shall perish from the swift, and the strong shall not strengthen his
force, neither shall the mighty deliver himself:
(NIV) The swift will not escape, the strong will not muster their strength, and the warrior will
not save his life.

Amos 2:15
(KJV) Neither shall he stand that handleth the bow; and he that is swift of foot shall not
deliver himself: neither shall he that rideth the horse deliver himself.
(NIV) The archer will not stand his ground, the fleet-footed soldier will not get away, and the
horseman will not save his life.

Amos 2:16
(KJV) And he that is courageous among the mighty shall flee away naked in that day, saith
the LORD.
(NIV) Even the bravest warriors will flee naked on that day," declares the LORD.

These three verses should encourage us in these days of violence, corruption, and deceit.
In the time Amos proclaimed these words with supernatural vitriol, there was no infantry,
military force nor battle-ready soldier swift, strong, or savvy that was big enough to take on
God in His wrath. Even today—nuclear weapons included—no self-confident or selfrighteous defence will stand against God’s ultimate judgment—for the individual or the
nations.
Revelation 14:6-7
And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach
unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,
saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is
come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of
waters.
Amen.
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