When God Calls The Common: Amos
Amos 3:9-15
Once again, we are delighted to have as a special guest—Apostle Paul, speaking to us
through the Holy Scriptures. Paul will return to close this teaching session as well.
Romans 9:1-5
I speak the truth in Christ. I am not lying. My mind tells me that what I say is true. It is
guided by the Holy Spirit. My heart is full of sorrow. My sadness never ends. I am so
concerned about my people, who are members of my own race. I am ready to be cursed, if
that would help them. I am even willing to be separated from Christ. They are the people
of Israel. They have been adopted as God's children. God's glory belongs to them. So do
the covenants. They received the law. They were taught to worship in the temple. They
were given the promises. The founders of our nation belong to them. Christ comes from
their family line. He is God over all. May he always be praised! Amen.
From this passage, we hear the heart of Paul—indeed God Himself—for the people of
Israel. We are blessed to own a copy of the Bible in order to read of Israel’s place in God’s
heart and their folly that ignites God’s fiery wrath against their wrongdoing. Their
disobedience, unthankfulness, and hard hearts are only matched by, well, our own!

Amos 3:9
(KJV) Publish in the palaces at Ashdod, and in the palaces in the land of Egypt, and say,
Assemble yourselves upon the mountains of Samaria, and behold the great tumults in the
midst thereof, and the oppressed in the midst thereof.
(NIV) Proclaim to the fortresses of Ashdod and to the fortresses of Egypt: "Assemble
yourselves on the mountains of Samaria; see the great unrest within her and the
oppression among her people."
I remember as a young man travelling with my parents each summer to Niagara Falls. At
the railing at the edge of the cliff overlooking the Falls were telescopes through which you
could examine every nook and cranny of the American and Canadian Falls. In Amos 3:9,
an invitation has been sent out to Ashdod (which represented many other regions) and to
Egypt to come and observe—through telescopic, analytical eyes—all the wickedness
prevailing on the mountains of Samaria. We have to surmise that if Ashdod and Egypt
were shocked at the atrocities they observed, how much more would their Father God be
offended and be driven to punish their disobedience?
Great unrest within her and oppression of among her people. What crimes of hatred must
have ruled the day and grieved the heart of God? At this point we need to acknowledge
that Israel sinned continually against the poor and oppressed—with zero remorse or
repentance. We have the truth in our copies of the Bible and we can response to God
correction as He administers it through the Holy Spirit. We can then confess our sins,
repent of our unrighteousness, be forgiven and cleansed, and resume our walk with God.
Hallelujah!

1John 1:9
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.
We have a Righteous Advocate (1 John 2:1). We have God’s Word and favour. But Israel
had it first! They were His true first family (Amos 3:2), set apart to be His own possession.

Amos 3:10
(KJV) For they know not to do right, saith the LORD, who store up violence and robbery in
their palaces.
(NIV) "They do not know how to do right," declares the LORD, "who store up in their
fortresses what they have plundered and looted."
Amos slips into cryptic understatement here by saying “They do not know how to do right.”
Israel, of all the nations—personally led, taught, blessed, provided for and fathered by God
Himself in covenant relationship. And they knew not to do right? Outright criminal activity
was borne out of their hardened hearts in the form of violence and robbery! Their
fortresses were filled with the plunder of their robbery from the poor. With God-ordained
grace and favour came great responsibility and accountability to God. However, Israel
mocked God (Galatians 6:7) and turned their backs to Him, thereby making a mockery of
who they were in Him, and who they were before the nations.
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: How would you reconcile the goodness of God toward
Israel, and their outright rebellion back towards God—then inviting God’s wrath and
ultimate punishment?
*STUDY POINT: Using three passages from the New Testament, parallel Israel’s rebellion
with other character examples.

Amos 3:11
(KJV) Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; An adversary there shall be even round about
the land; and he shall bring down thy strength from thee, and thy palaces shall be spoiled.
(NIV) Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says: "An enemy will overrun your land,
pull down your strongholds and plunder your fortresses."
God would use the Assyrian army to punish Israel. Destruction would be total and final.
Military might would be rendered useless. Mansions purchased with filthy lucre would be
levelled. Amos’ prophetic judgments would come to pass, thereby proving him to be a true
prophet of God.
Deuteronomy 18:20-22
But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my name, which I have not
commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods, even that prophet
shall die. And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the LORD hath
not spoken? When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing follow not,
nor come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD hath not spoken, but the prophet hath
spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him.

Amos 3:12
(KJV) Thus saith the LORD; As the shepherd taketh out of the mouth of the lion two legs,
or a piece of an ear; so shall the children of Israel be taken out that dwell in Samaria in the
corner of a bed, and in Damascus in a couch.
(NIV) This is what the LORD says: "As a shepherd rescues from the lion's mouth only two
leg bones or a piece of an ear, so will the Israelites living in Samaria be rescued, with only
the head of a bed and a piece of fabric from a couch."
The harrowing image of a shepherd reclaiming a few body parts of his ravaged flock is a
picture of the remnant God will leave as part of His covenant relationship with
Israel. Corner of a bed…in a couch? We are reminded of how it will be when Jesus returns:
1Thessalonians 5:1-3
But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. For
yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For
when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as
travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.
So it will be with Israel, beloved. While they are sleeping in their beds in or reclining on
their couches in luxury, the Assyrians will overtake them suddenly and destroy all. Thus
Amos finds his ultimate purpose of waking up his own people to their unrepentant sins and
God’s coming punishment. And we are blessed by his words today!

Amos 3:13
(KJV) Hear ye, and testify in the house of Jacob, saith the Lord GOD, the God of hosts,
(NIV) "Hear this and testify against the descendants of Jacob," declares the Lord, the
LORD God Almighty.
Amos, the true prophet, only speaks what God speaks through him. No more and no less.
Jesus did the same:
John 12:49
For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a
commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak.

Amos 3:14
(KJV) That in the day that I shall visit the transgressions of Israel upon him I will also visit
the altars of Bethel: and the horns of the altar shall be cut off, and fall to the ground.
(NIV) "On the day I punish Israel for her sins, I will destroy the altars of Bethel; the horns
of the altar will be cut off and fall to the ground.
God hates false worship. He saw the hearts of the Israelites—and how far their hearts
were from Him (Isaiah 29:13)—and was provoked to punish their false worship, and to
destroy all of the elements they employed in vain.

Amos 3:15
(KJV) And I will smite the winter house with the summer house; and the houses of ivory
shall perish, and the great houses shall have an end, saith the LORD.
(NIV) I will tear down the winter house along with the summer house; the houses adorned
with ivory will be destroyed and the mansions will be demolished," declares the LORD.
Just as there are today very wealthy people who build opulent, extravagant homes—Israel
had their fair share of corrupt and grossly rich businesspeople and industrial farmers who
built massive houses out of the most rare and expensive ivory. God promised and
prophesied through Amos that these winter and summer houses would be completely
destroyed, especially as they were funded through the extortion of the poor.
So, for all of the favour of God over Israel, how did we end up here?
Paul?
Romans 9:6-8
It is not as though God's word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are
Israel. Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham's children. On the
contrary, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned." In other words, it is not
the children by physical descent who are God's children, but it is the children of the
promise who are regarded as Abraham's offspring.
If you are feeling as though you have failed God today, remember that as His child you will
not be judged by your performance as a Christian but by who you are in Him.
2Corinthians 5:17
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new.
Hallelujah!
~ Reverend Darren McClelland

