When God Calls The Common: Amos
Amos 4:6-13
Well, imagine if you will, waking up in the middle of the night. Your throat is parched,
and you are so thirsty you can hardly stand it. You proceed to the kitchen to get water
from the faucet—there is no water. You open the fridge to see if perhaps there are
partial bottles of water there—nothing. You then put on clothes, get in the car, and visit a
local 24-hour variety store. All their fridges are empty. No water. You visit a late-night
grocery store. They tell you they have no water. Back in the car, you drive to town after
town, to no avail. No one has any water. Your travels land you in the big city of Toronto,
where you park the car, and begin to scour the streets for containers of drops of water.
You find a few, devour them, but it is not enough. Not satisfied. You are now more thirsty
than you have ever been—perhaps clinging to your life. Desperate for water, finding
none.
And all through this horrific night, it has not occurred to you to recall a Bible story you
may have heard as a young child in Sunday School—that Jesus is the Living Water
(John 4:1-45). That you, as a child of God, could in a moment call out to Him.

Amos 4:8
(KJV) So two or three cities wandered unto one city, to drink water; but they were not
satisfied: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.
(NIV) People staggered from town to town for water but did not get enough to drink, yet
you have not returned to me," declares the LORD.
How foolish, how blind are God’s own children—who do not even see what they are
needing to satisfy their spiritual thirst.
Psalm 42:1
To the chief Musician, Maschil, for the sons of Korah. As the hart panteth after the water
brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.
And what would it take then for God to break the hard-heartedness of His own—and win
them back?
It is quite amazing the stubbornness of the Israelites that even in the face of torturous
punishments, they would not return to their God. Perhaps we can see a partial portrait
of ourselves in 2022 through this passage. Our tendency to rebel began in the Garden
of Eden (Genesis 3:6), and ever since The Evil One has had an easy time luring and
leading us into temptation and disobedience. Ah, the sin nature. We see it in the
Israelites. We see it in ourselves.
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: In what areas of your life have you found resistance to
God and His promptings to repent? Why do you think that you want to hold onto sin,

even with its consequences. Bring these things to God in prayer. Trust Him with the
results.
*STUDY POINT: Conduct a mini-study of your own looking at six Bible narratives that
illustrate the horrible outcomes of unbelief, disobedience, and hard-heartedness. What
life lessons might you glean from these narratives?
However, God in His love and mercy did not utterly destroy His children—nor us—but
preserved a remnant in order to honour His covenant promise to Israel (Romans 9:6-7),
and by extension through Jesus to us today (Romans 10:21). Hallelujah! This remnant
is God-loving, Bible-believing, and Jesus-following:
Matthew 22:37
Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind.

Amos 4:6
(KJV) And I also have given you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, and want of bread
in all your places: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.
(NIV) "I gave you empty stomachs in every city and lack of bread in every town, yet you
have not returned to me," declares the LORD.
Cleanness of teeth. Their cleanness of teeth was the result of them not eating anything!
There was a famine in the land because God brought uneven rains and drought to
destroy the crops. Why? To get the attention of His children. His punishments were
extreme—but they were acts of mercy, as if He were calling out—“Come home my
children.” Certainly the prodigal son turned and ran home to His Father’s house, finally
recognizing that home was better than hell (Luke 15:11-32). The Israelites did not
recognize the goodness and provision of God. They were not thankful. So God took
away His provision. Beloved Christian, we would do well to stay content and grateful to
our Lord Who provides.
1Timothy 6:6-10
But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing
into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment
let us be therewith content. But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare,
and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.
For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have
erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.
Hebrews 13:5
Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye
have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.
And the greatest gift of all that our Heavenly Father has given us is Jesus Christ!

John 3:16-17
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son
into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.
Praise to Jesus in any circumstance—hungry or well fed—is evidence of our love and
trust in the Lord. Hear Habakkuk:
Habakkuk 3:17-19
Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of
the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the
fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in
the God of my salvation. The LORD God is my strength, and he will make my feet like
hinds' feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places. To the chief singer on
my stringed instruments.

Amos 4:7
(KJV) And also I have withholden the rain from you, when there were yet three months
to the harvest: and I caused it to rain upon one city, and caused it not to rain upon
another city: one piece was rained upon, and the piece whereupon it rained not
withered.
(NIV) "I also withheld rain from you when the harvest was still three months away. I
sent rain on one town, but withheld it from another. One field had rain; another had none
and dried up.
Oh, dear saints, the power of our God over all creation!
Matthew 8:23-27
And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples followed him. And, behold, there
arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered with the waves:
but he was asleep. And his disciples came to him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save
us: we perish. And he saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he
arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm. But the men
marvelled, saying, what manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey
him!
And in this passage, God arranges the rain to fall unevenly, or not at all—so that the
crops have no opportunity to harvest. And did this act of God’s punishment yield the fruit
of repentance in Israel? No!

Amos 4:8
(KJV) So two or three cities wandered unto one city, to drink water; but they were not
satisfied: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.
(NIV) People staggered from town to town for water but did not get enough to drink, yet
you have not returned to me," declares the LORD.

As I opened this teaching, I asked you to imagine extreme thirst and no water to satisfy.
God strategically designed these absences of provision—and applications of
punishment—to get Israel’s attention and cause them to return to their covenantkeeping Father. They did not return.
Our mission statement at the Teaching Room is Hebrews 3:13:
Hebrews 3:13
But exhort one another daily, while it is called today; lest any of you be hardened
through the deceitfulness of sin.
It is so critical that we continue to speak the truth in love to one another:
Ephesians 4:15
But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the
head, even Christ:
Whether it’s the deceitfulness of sin, self, or Satan—we need a steady diet of truth
through the Word of God and prayer to the One Who is Truth, Jesus Christ (John 14:6).
Putting on Jesus is putting on the full armour of God!
Romans 13:14
But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the
lusts thereof.
Ephesians 6:10-20
Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the
whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For
we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in
high places. Wherefore, take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your
loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet
shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith,
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: Praying
always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all
perseverance and supplication for all saints; And for me, that utterance may be given
unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel,
for which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to
speak.
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: what does putting on the full armour of God look like in
your daily walk? What protections have you seen it provide through the years? Has it
ever failed you? Why or why not?

Amos 4:9
(KJV) I have smitten you with blasting and mildew: when your gardens and your
vineyards and your fig trees and your olive trees increased, the palmerworm
devoured them: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.
(NIV) "Many times I struck your gardens and vineyards, destroying them with blight and
mildew. Locusts devoured your fig and olive trees, yet you have not returned to me,"
declares the LORD.
Hot winds destroyed their gardens and vineyards. Locusts took out their fig and olive
trees. Many times. Wave after wave of God’s laser-like punishment would bring any
broken soul to their knees. But not Israel. Still, God is unrelenting in His punishment
because He sees and remembers their crimes against the poor, and against Him:
Amos 4:1
Hear this word, ye kine of Bashan, that are in the mountain of Samaria, which oppress
the poor, which crush the needy, which say to their masters, Bring, and let us drink.
What a lesson to us today! We can experience God’s unmatched grace and redemption
for all the years the locust has eaten, our sin has eaten, Satan has eaten, the world has
eaten—even years our religion has eaten. He can and will do it, beloved—if we return to
Him in prayer, with humble repentance and obedience.
2Chronicles 7:13-14
If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour the land,
or if I send pestilence among my people; If my people, which are called by my name,
shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways;
then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
We need not follow Israel’s example.

Amos 4:10
(KJV) I have sent among you the pestilence after the manner of Egypt: your young men
have I slain with the sword, and have taken away your horses; and I have made the
stink of your camps to come up unto your nostrils: yet have ye not returned unto me,
saith the LORD.
(NIV) "I sent plagues among you as I did to Egypt. I killed your young men with the
sword, along with your captured horses. I filled your nostrils with the stench of your
camps, yet you have not returned to me," declares the LORD.
Oh, the irony here! Did it take a few tries to break down Egypt and cause them to let
Israel go? Yes, and for a very short time it seemed as though God has broken their
resolve. Now here is God inflicting the same pestilences on Israel and finding their
stubborn hearts refusing to return to Him! Israel would fail and be destroyed on the
battle field also. Their horses would fall to the ground in captivity. The horrible stench of
dead bodies in their camps would overwhelm the Israelites. Call it the stench of

consequences, call it the stench of defeat. God wins every time! We ought not wage
battle against our God.
Yet have ye not returned unto Me. This repeating refrain comes from the grieving heart
of God for His children.
The same sentiments echo through the centuries into the New Testament:
Hebrews 3:7-19
Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, today if ye will hear his voice, Harden not your
hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: When your
fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years. Wherefore, I was
grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err in their heart; and they have
not known my ways. So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.) Take
heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the
living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is called today; lest any of you be
hardened through the deceitful-ness of sin. For we are made partakers of Christ, if we
hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end; While it is said, today if ye
will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. For some, when they
had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by Moses. But with
whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose
carcases fell in the wilderness? And to whom sware he that they should not enter into
his rest, but to them that believed not? So, we see that they could not enter in because
of unbelief.
1John 2:1-2
My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation
for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

Amos 4:11
(KJV) I have overthrown some of you, as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and ye
were as a firebrand plucked out of the burning: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith
the LORD.
(NIV) "I overthrew some of you as I overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. You were like a
burning stick snatched from the fire, yet you have not returned to me," declares the
LORD.
Sodom and Gomorrah is brought up here because the Israelites are sadly also engaged
in rampant immorality worthy of God’s destruction. But as a “burning stick snatched from
the fire” there would be a saved remnant according to God’s covenant love to Israel.

Amos 4:12
(KJV) Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Israel: and because I will do this unto thee,
prepare to meet thy God, O Israel.

(NIV) "Therefore this is what I will do to you, Israel, and because I will do this to you,
Israel, prepare to meet your God."
The prophetic judgments of true prophets sent of God come to pass (such as Amos);
the prophetic judgments of false prophets do not come to pass. Simple, right? 1 Kings
22:1-28 is a good study in characterizing true and false prophets. Ultimately, we must
discern the spirits:
1John 4:1-6
Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because
many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God:
Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And every
spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is
that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now
already is it in the world. Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them:
because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. They are of the world:
therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them. We are of God: he that
knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the
spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.
Since Israel did not respond to any of the true prophets of God and their prophetic
judgments, they would now have to deal with God directly.

Amos 4:13
(KJV) For, lo, he that formeth the mountains, and createth the wind, and declareth unto
man what is his thought, that maketh the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the high
places of the earth, The LORD, The God of hosts, is his name.
(NIV) He who forms the mountains, who creates the wind, and who reveals his
thoughts to mankind, who turns dawn to darkness, and treads on the heights of the
earth— the LORD God Almighty is his name.
And this passage concludes with a near-doxology from the mouth of Amos, who has
come to know the God who prophecies through Him.
Galatians 2:20
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the
life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave himself for me.
Who is God? He formed the mountains. He created the winds—Holy Spirit guiding, or
force of nature punishing—that we can’t see, but we feel. God knows our thoughts, and
He shares His thoughts with us through Scripture:
Hebrews 4:12-13
For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow,

and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither is there any creature
that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of
him with whom we have to do.
God is everywhere.
Proverbs 15:3
The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good.
We could say that through the Bible—if we own a copy—we have everything we need
for life and godliness:
2Peter 1:3-4
According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:
Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye
might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the
world through lust.
But we need to believe, trust, and obey.
To not do so lands us in trouble, missing out on the blessings of God.
It’s kind of like being thirsty and never seeking the true water source.
God’s waiting.
~ Reverend Darren McClelland

