When God Calls The Common: Amos
Amos 5:1-3
Ecclesiastes 7:2
It is better to go to a house of mourning than to go to a house of feasting, for death is the
destiny of everyone; the living should take this to heart.
A sobering verse for certain! And in our world today—with so much tragedy and sorrow
abounding—we prefer to not see and hear more dark, negative messages saturating our
screens. However, media wins our nod and our money as they aggrandize self-worth and
positivity, in a trillion dollar effort to reset reality and assuage the sorrow that accompanies
lives lived apart from God.
This truth was thoroughly tested by Biblical man Solomon in the Old Testament:
Ecclesiastes 2:1-11
I said to myself, "Come now, I will test you with pleasure to find out what is good." But that
also proved to be meaningless. "Laughter," I said, "is madness. And what does pleasure
accomplish?" I tried cheering myself with wine, and embracing folly—my mind still guiding
me with wisdom. I wanted to see what was good for people to do under the heavens
during the few days of their lives. I undertook great projects: I built houses for myself and
planted vineyards. I made gardens and parks and planted all kinds of fruit trees in them. I
made reservoirs to water groves of flourishing trees. I bought male and female slaves and
had other slaves who were born in my house. I also owned more herds and flocks than
anyone in Jerusalem before me. I amassed silver and gold for myself, and the treasure of
kings and provinces. I acquired male and female singers, and a harem as well—the
delights of a man's heart. I became greater by far than anyone in Jerusalem before me. In
all this my wisdom stayed with me. I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my
heart no pleasure. My heart took delight in all my labor, and this was the reward for all my
toil. Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve,
everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under the sun.
Rather than sugar-coating the harsh reality of being alive in a troubled land in 2022, what
our souls need and are crying out for is hope. This song of sadness sung by Amos is Amos
5:1-3 should cause us to mourn, along with Israel. And these verses should cause us to
seek the hope that is found in Jesus Christ alone.
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: Have you ever regarded hardship and tragedy as being
allowed by God for His holy purposes in your walk with Him?
*STUDY POINT: Find six verses in the New Testament that teach about the discipline
achieved through hardship. Meditate on these verses and let them accomplish their good
work in your heart.

Amos 5:1
(KJV) Hear ye this word which I take up against you, even a lamentation, O house of
Israel.
(NIV) Hear this word, Israel, this lament I take up concerning you:
LAMENTATION:
qı̂ ynâh
kee-naw'
From H6969; a dirge (as accompanied by beating the breasts or on instruments): lamentation.
The three opening verses of this chapter are a song of sadness. Defined in the original
Hebrew as a dirge—a song of lament, of extreme grief and sadness—the only fitting
expression of which would be a beating of the breast. Beyond mere tears, the singer of this
song—in this case, Amos—would be in physical pain expressing the dirge’s deep, cutting,
repentant melody. Always the true prophet, Amos was aware that these were God’s words
of prophetic judgment that he was singing!
Apostle Paul provides us with an excellent illustration of the value of the discipline of
suffering and how he would beat his own breast to restore a sober-mindedness and
serious heart posture—that he would not disqualify himself through carnal sin, after
discipling and preaching to others.
1Corinthians 9:24-27
Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in
such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict
training. They do it to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last
forever. Therefore I do not run like someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer
beating the air. No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that after I have
preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.
Beloved, is not our goal to finish the race well and to hear our Saviour say to each of
us well done?
Matthew 25:14-30
"Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his
wealth to them. To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one
bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The man who had
received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags
more. So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two more. But the man who had
received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. "After a
long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. The man
who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted
me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.' "His master replied, 'Well done,
good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge
of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' "The man with two bags of
gold also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with two bags of gold; see, I have

gained two more.' "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share
your master's happiness!' "Then the man who had received one bag of gold came.
'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown
and gathering where you have not scattered seed. So I was afraid and went out and hid
your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.' "His master replied, 'You
wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where
I have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the
bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest. "'So take the
bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. For whoever has will be
given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they
have will be taken from them. And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'
Well done, indeed! But grief, sadness, and lament are used of God to bring us back to
Himself. When we stray from the path, from the racetrack. In context here, the question
must be asked: what would it take to bring Israel back to a right relationship with their
Heavenly Father?
Israel, like our present world in 2022, had hardened their hearts to God through the
deceitfulness of unrepentant sin (Hebrews 3:13) and now were on a path that seemed right
to them, but in the end would lead to destruction (Proverbs 14:12).
I say, even with tears, folks: why can we not see that apart from God we have no good
thing (Psalm 16:2)?
Because we need the Word of God in our evil day, and the proclamation of it!
Hebrews 4:12
For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow,
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
Amos was sent of God to speak the truth of God’s Word into the evil religious sect of Israel.
I believe we need a prophetic message for today’s God-rejecting world.
This may be it.
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: How might you boldly proclaim the Word of God this
week within your sphere of influence? What would such a mission look like in your life?
*STUDY POINT: Identify who might be your example to follow in the Bible for humble—yet
bold—proclamation of God’s Word? Study out these passages and write down what reallife, Spirit-powered evangelism looks like.

Amos 5:2
(KJV) The virgin of Israel is fallen; she shall no more rise: she is forsaken upon her
land; there is none to raise her up.
(NIV) "Fallen is Virgin Israel, never to rise again, deserted in her own land, with no one to
lift her up."
In addition to removing His favour and grace and provision from His children, God even
removed all of Israel’s allies. They were now alone to fend for themselves.
In life and in battle we all need friends, helpers, and allies—much as a child needs their
parent, a husband needs his wife, and even a loner—sooner or later—needs a friend.
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: If either of them
falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help
them up. Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm
alone? Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three
strands is not quickly broken.
Israel had no one.

Amos 5:3
(KJV) For thus saith the Lord GOD; The city that went out by a thousand shall leave an
hundred, and that which went forth by an hundred shall leave ten, to the house of Israel.
(NIV) This is what the Sovereign LORD says to Israel: "Your city that marches out a
thousand strong will have only a hundred left; your town that marches out a hundred
strong will have only ten left."
And this abandonment was all the more harrowing in the face of God’s coming punishment
through the Assyrian forces, against whom Israel would experience military lack without
God’s unmatched wisdom and might. Only one-tenth of Israel’s military forces would return
alive.
What a shame and what a tragedy.
Where once Israel experienced the goodness of God in victory over their enemies, now
was a time of punishment for their rampant sin— especially their abuse and oppression of
the poor.
Beloved, let us stay and abide in Jesus moment by moment. Israel, in their disobedience,
is a strong reminder for us today to fear and reverence God—for He is a consuming fire:
Hebrews 12:28-29
Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby
we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: For our God is a consuming
fire.

Yes, God is just! And God is also faithful to Israel by retaining a remnant to honour his
covenant promise.
Hallelujah!
Amos 9:13-15
"The days are coming," declares the LORD, "when the reaper will be overtaken by the
plowman and the planter by the one treading grapes. New wine will drip from the
mountains and flow from all the hills, and I will bring my people Israel back from exile.
"They will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them. They will plant vineyards and drink their
wine; they will make gardens and eat their fruit. I will plant Israel in their own land, never
again to be uprooted from the land I have given them," says the LORD your God.
And so we conclude with the hope and glory of Jesus Christ, through His living Word. Take
in the actions words in these verses. Activate and cultivate your love for God and His
Word.
Beloved, once you’ve sung and lived a song of sadness, this is your hope!
1Peter 1:13-21
Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be
brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. As obedient children, do not
conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But just as he who called
you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy." Since
you call on a Father who judges each person's work impartially, live out your time as
foreigners here in reverent fear. For you know that it was not with perishable things such
as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you
from your ancestors, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.
He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for
your sake. Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified
him, and so your faith and hope are in God.
Amen.
~ Reverend Darren McClelland

