When God Calls The Common: Amos
Amos 5:4-7
Amos 5:4
(KJV) For thus saith the LORD unto the house of Israel, Seek ye me, and ye shall live:
(NIV) This is what the LORD says to Israel: "Seek me and live;
What are you seeking after today?
We know that Israel has consistently sought after the carnal flesh and has borne the bad
fruit thereof: greed, violence, immorality, idolatry/rejection of the Lord, and finally the
oppression of the poor—which God would ultimately punish them for. It is striking and
shocking that God’s own first family has sunk to the depths of human depravity. But human
history since this time tells the tale, right?
We are each sinners in need of a Saviour. The Old Testament—including Amos—points
forward to the glorious cross of Christ. God knew then, as He knows today in 2022, that
only Jesus could fulfill all righteousness for humankind for time and eternity.
Matthew 3:13-17
Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. But John
forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? And
Jesus answering said unto him, suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all
righteousness. Then he suffered him. And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up
straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice from heaven,
saying, this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
However, if they chose not to turn back and seek God, Israel would need to face God
directly (Amos 4:12) and give account (Hebrews 4:13) for their wicked ways.
Beloved, God’s heart desire for each of us is that we might seek Him with our whole being
(Matthew 22:37) without coercion or mortal fear, as His perfect love casts out all fear.
Hebrews 3:15
While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the
provocation.
1John 4:18
There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He
that feareth is not made perfect in love.
The word seek has with it it the idea of going after something:
dârash
daw-rash'

A primitive root; properly to tread or frequent; usually to follow (for pursuit or search); by
implication to seek or ask; specifically to worship: - ask, X at all, care for, X diligently,
inquire, make inquisition, [necro-] mancer, question, require, search, seek [for, out], X
surely.
In other words, the depth of our relationship with God will depend on how much we seek
after Him and seek to obey His Word.
James 1:22
But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.
Just as He did with Israel, God waits for us to come around and love Him sincerely as
when we were first saved—and when Jesus was our First Love.
Revelation 2:4-5
Nevertheless, I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.
Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or
else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except
thou repent.
So, if Israel is now in the queue to receive God’s faithful but ferocious-as-a-lion
punishment because did not seek God—what would it look like if we were to seek God?
James 1:19-27 gives us some timely action steps to align our hearts with God’s.
James 1:19-20
My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to
speak and slow to become angry, because human anger does not produce the
righteousness that God desires.
Until we stay our sinful, reactive rage and humble ourselves—and be still before God
(Psalm 46:10)—He cannot bring correction and restoration and ultimate spiritual growth to
our relationship with Himself. We need to listen:
1Samuel 3:10
The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" Then
Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening."
James 1:21
Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the
word planted in you, which can save you.
Beloved, get rid of all the moral filth in your life and throw it in the trash! Whatever causes
you to sin has to be spiritually amputated from your life:
Matthew 5:27-30
"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adultery.' But I tell you that anyone
who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If

your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to
lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right
hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part
of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.
Then input into your mind and heart the Word of God. Make it your lifestyle!
Psalm 1:1-2
Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that
sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, but whose delight is in the law of the LORD,
and who meditates on his law day and night.
Psalm 119:11
I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.
It is awesome that God wants to transform us through the renewing of our minds!
Romans 12:2
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and
perfect will.
Please God. Please God. With humility, stay in His Word and please God.
The benefits of abiding in Jesus and His Word (John 15:7) and allowing Him to abide in
you should be obvious. We will not be able to keep from being fruit-bearing believers and
bringing maximum glory to God!
John 15:8
Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: Are you excited about God’s revelation to you through
His Word? Why or why not? Are there other things in your life that have dulled your
passion for God’s Word?
*STUDY POINT: Ultimately God punishes Israel for their sins of idolatry. Survey the Old
Testament for passages that illustrate what constitutes idolatry in God’s eyes.
James 1:22-24
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who
listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a
mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.
Holy Scripture is a mirror that reminds us who we are and Who God is. When we obey
God’s Word we acknowledge in real time our need to repent and avoid the obvious pitfalls
of hypocrisy and religiosity—and through Christ we can instantly restore right relationship
with God. Hallelujah!

James 1:25
But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not
forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do.
Do you want to be happy and blessed in the Lord? Look intently and intentionally into the
Word of God. Stay in prayer (1 Thessalonians 5:17). Abide—or remain—in Christ (John
15:4-7).
Seek God first.
Matthew 6:31-34
So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we
wear?' For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you
need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about
itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
When we make His kingdom-building priorities and a righteous lifestyle our priority, God
will take care of everything else. Isn’t that great news?
James 1:26
Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongues
deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless.
Newsflash! Our walk and our witness can be corrupted by the words we give voice to.
Luke 6:45
A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an
evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the
abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh.
Psalm 141:3
Set a guard over my mouth, LORD; keep watch over the door of my lips.
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: What are some ways you could exercise self-control with
regards to your tongue?
*STUDY POINT: Find three Scriptural examples of Israel’s blasphemy of God through their
tongues.

Amos 5:5
(KJV) But seek not Bethel, nor enter into Gilgal, and pass not to Beersheba: for Gilgal
shall surely go into captivity, and Bethel shall come to nought.
(NIV) do not seek Bethel, do not go to Gilgal, do not journey to Beersheba. For Gilgal will
surely go into exile, and Bethel will be reduced to nothing."

Sorry, Israel, but your destinations filled with idolatry are scheduled to be flattened. Gilgal
will be evacuated and Bethel will be destroyed by the Assyrians. You best not go to those
places in the north, nor Bathsheba in the south. Wherever there is idolatry, Amos proclaims
righteous judgment—and now that’s all of Israel!

Amos 5:6
(KJV) Seek the LORD, and ye shall live; lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph,
and devour it, and there be none to quench it in Bethel.
(NIV) Seek the LORD and live, or he will sweep through the tribes of Joseph like a fire; it
will devour them, and Bethel will have no one to quench it.
Despite the double favour of God over the house of Joseph (see Genesis 48:1-22), His
consuming fire, through the Assyrians, would take out the once endeared land.
But don’t think for a moment that God desires to destroy those He loves. Very simply,
Israel’s cup of iniquity here is overflowing and God’s justice is awakened.

Amos 5:7
(KJV) Ye who turn judgment to wormwood, and leave off righteousness in the earth,
(NIV) There are those who turn justice into bitterness and cast righteousness to the
ground.
The unrighteous judges have no place for the poor. They judge corruptly and
unrighteously.
God hates it.
James 1:27
Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans
and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.
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