The Book Of James: Keeping It Real
James 2:10-13
For the last two weeks, we have been discussing favouritism, partiality, and how this
behaviour—especially in the household of God and His beloved church—is a stench in the
nostrils of our Lord. When we are selective about who we associate with, and who we
share the love of Christ with, and who we pray for—we are being selectively obedient. I am
not talking about the godless pagan rebellion against our Saviour waged by Satan on earth
through his children of disobedience (Colossians 3:6-7). There are people we need to stay
clear of, because they carry toxic waste in their hearts that spills into our walk with God
and may cause us to slip and fall.
1Corinthians 15:33-34
Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners. Awake to righteousness,
and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame.
Matthew 7:6
Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest
they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you.
But in far more instances we can sin by being sinfully selective concerning who we take an
interest in, and who we share the Gospel with. When the Holy Ghost prompts us, we must
move in and trust God with the precious soul He is drawing to Himself:
John 6:44-45
No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise
him up at the last day. It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God.
Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.
John 6:65
And he said, Therefore, said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were
given unto him of my Father.
Beloved, in like sinful manner, we can practice selective obedience in our relationship with
God through His Word. James addresses this problem with the scattered Christian Jews
and their small communities. Looking at this week’s first two verses:

James 2:10
(KJV) For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of
all.
(NIV) For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of
breaking all of it.

James 2:11
(KJV) For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit
no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law.

(NIV) For he who said, "You shall not commit adultery," also said, "You shall not murder."
If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker.
I recall a sobering incident a number of years ago that might help us frame the erroneous
reasoning behind selective obedience. It was a Sunday afternoon, and a beautiful summer
day. I was feeling full of the Holy Ghost, praising God for His goodness, and how He was
blessing our congregation amidst their praises in that morning service. As I was heading
home, I was singing loudly, with the windows down. I was oblivious to the fact that I was
approaching a school zone with my gas pedal to the metal! As I flew by the public school—
singing praises to my God—I saw the lights of a police cruiser flash on, and I hit the brakes.
Too late! I had broken the law. I pulled over to the side of the road and waited for the officer
to approach my car. Of course, all the passers by were pointing at me, yelling “Lawbreaker!
Lawbreaker!” Okay, well, that’s what I thought they were saying. Let’s just say I felt
convicted.
While the officer was friendly, he was also firm. My lame excuse that I thought I was only
over the speed limit by ten mph was debunked by his laser-accurate radar which clocked
me in at over 20 mph over the speed limit in a school zone. He wrote me a ticket, and I
thanked him for what he did. I would remember next time to obey the law.
Now what if I had itemized for the friendly officer all the hundreds of times I obeyed the law
over the years—making sure to signal when changing lanes; coming to a complete stop at
all stop signs (almost); and pulling over for oncoming emergency vehicles.
Officer Friendly, what about all those times when I obeyed?
To which Officer Friendly would reply: What about now? You just broke the law.
You see, beloved, I was going to pay a price for my crime committed on that day at that
time—irregardless of what I thought was my past squeaky clean driving record. And that’s
why selective obedience to the law makes no logical or spiritual sense. Sin exacts a price,
always:
Galatians 6:7-8
Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.
For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.
1Timothy 5:24-25
Some men's sins are open beforehand, going before to judgment; and some men they
follow after. Likewise, also the good works of some are manifest beforehand; and they
that are otherwise cannot be hid.
James wants his audience here to understand that their failure to live out the law of love—
in particular towards the poor—meant that it was over. There would be no further
discussion with God about their strong efforts to obey every other law. God demanded total
obedience from His people. Listen to God’s more explicit instructions to the Israelites
regarding the poor in this Old Testament passage:

Deuteronomy 15:7-11
If anyone is poor among your fellow Israelites in any of the towns of the land the LORD
your God is giving you, do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward them. Rather, be
openhanded and freely lend them whatever they need. Be careful not to harbor this
wicked thought: "The seventh year, the year for canceling debts, is near," so that you do
not show ill will toward the needy among your fellow Israelites and give them nothing. They
may then appeal to the LORD against you, and you will be found guilty of sin. Give
generously to them and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the LORD
your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to. There will
always be poor people in the land. Therefore, I command you to be openhanded toward
your fellow Israelites who are poor and needy in your land.
This is still the heart of God today. Could God’s instructions be any clearer? And yet here
we stand in 2021 with only the remnant of an obedient church in North America. Have we
become selectively obedient, looking for loopholes in the law of God to appease our carnal,
worldly preferences? O, God let it never be so! God has been so good to us through
Jesus—our Righteous Advocate when we fail at many points, never mind one—and what
is obedience but the purest form of worship (John 14:15)?
Luke 18:7-8
And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear
long with them? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of
man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?
God’s people, let’s learn from James and respond to God with obedient, surrendered lives
in true and proper worship (Romans 12:1-2).
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: Assessing your own relationship with God, how much is
your walk with Him and obedience to Him is birthed out of gratefulness?
*STUDY POINT: Find three passages in the New Testament that speak to God’s love for
the poor.

James 2:12
(KJV) So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty.
(NIV) Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom,

James 2:13
(KJV) For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy
rejoiceth against judgment.
(NIV) because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been
merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment.
These two verses contrast the two verses that precede them. With the law, we are
indebted to obey all of it, no room for error. With Jesus—and His mercy and grace and His
fulfillment of all righteousness on our behalf—we are indebted to Him, our Saviour—who
obeyed all the law and paid the price that we never could.

Matthew 3:16-17
And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the
heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and
lighting upon him: And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased.
~ Reverend Darren McClelland

