
The Book Of James: Keeping It Real 
 

James 2:14-19 
 
I remember several years ago watching a preacher on television—really, he was more of a 
teacher presenting information about the Bible. I was somewhat drawn in by his knowledge 
of the text and related background information. One problem though—he was tickling my 
intellect, but not affecting my heart. As the camera scanned across the audience, faces 
stared blankly at the teacher on stage with massive diagrams and Scripture references 
behind him. No one seemed truly engaged—except for a few congregants jotting notes—
and the level of Holy Ghost conviction and excitement could be likened to a high school 
history class. In fact, this was not a church, but a class room with a master teacher flaunting 
his Bible chops. 
 
Now academics, as far as it goes, is fine—if the textbook you are holding is man-made and 
purely secular. However, when it comes to God’s Word—which is both inspired and 
understood through the illumination of the Holy Spirit—it makes claims about itself that must 
be believed and responded to by faith: 
 
Romans 10:17    So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  
 
Hebrews 4:12   
For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing 
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  
 
2Timothy 3:16-17   
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works. 
 
Isaiah 55:10-11   
For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, 
and bread to the eater: So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not 
return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the 
thing whereto I sent it. 
 
Colossians 3:16   
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord.  
 
Only God knows if the television teacher I witnessed and his congregation were interpreting 
the Bible through the power of the Holy Spirit within them—let alone living it out in their daily 
lives, also by the power of God’s Spirit, imparted at salvation. All I could do is observe, and 
learn to discern if what I was seeing squared experientially with the claims that Scripture 
made of itself.  



And sadly, I was left cold by this teacher. Factual? Yes. Interesting? Absolutely. But hear me 
out, beloved: without the Holy Spirit—no power, no conviction. Disconnected. 
 
And why the disconnect?  
 
1Corinthians 2:12-16   
Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we 
might know the things that are freely given to us of God.  Which things also we speak, not in 
the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing 
spiritual things with spiritual.  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned.  But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no 
man.  For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the 
mind of Christ. 
 
In this week’s passage from James, he reveals a different kind of disconnect among the 
Jewish believers who have favoured the rich and despised the poor, thereby revealing a 
false faith that misrepresented Jesus to the watching pagan world. I want to read through 
this week’s passage in a modern translation so you can clearly hear the argument James is 
putting forth: 
 

James 2:14 
(KJV)  What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? 
can faith save him? 
(NIV)  What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no 
deeds? Can such faith save them? 
 

James 2:15 
(KJV)  If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 
(NIV)  Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 
 

James 2:16 
(KJV)  And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; 
notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it 
profit? 
(NIV)  If one of you says to them, "Go in peace; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing 
about their physical needs, what good is it? 
 

James 2:17 
(KJV)  Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 
(NIV)  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 
 

James 2:18 
(KJV)  Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy 
works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. 
(NIV)  But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without 
deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. 
 



James 2:19 
(KJV)  Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and 
tremble. 
(NIV)  You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and 
shudder. 
 
If we were a jury hearing James in a courtroom, arguing for the defence of Christianity, we 
might be shocked at the barbs levelled at his own faith. But in addition to the passionate 
plea for evidence of a real faith that produces works—and a Holy Spirit-inspired love for 
God’s people—is the need to expose evidence of a disconnect between what we know, and 
what we do. The world often calls it hypocrisy. And it is damaging, folks. In James’ time, the 
actions of these small communities of saved Jews misrepresented Christ, and revealed an 
epidemic of false faith—a faith weak in the flesh, not powered by the Holy Spirit. 
 
So then, how do we test and redeem real faith that produces real fruit in our lives? May I 
suggest a couple of ways: 
 
ONE. Be sure you have asked Jesus—from your heart—to be Lord and Saviour of your life, 
and received His Spirit as your very own Counsellor, Guide and Teacher: 
 
John 14:15-18   
"If you love me, keep my commands.  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
advocate to help you and be with you forever—the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept 
him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you 
and will be in you.  I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 
 
TWO. Pray through and read through John 15:1-17. What an anointed, concise handbook 
about staying and abiding in Jesus! 
 
Stay connected to your Lord: 
 
John 15:7-8   
If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you.  Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 
 
I hope that each of us desire to live lives that glorify God. By staying connected to Him, we 
become the evidence that real faith reveals real fruit.  
 
Be blessed! 
 
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: How has this passage from James opened your eyes to 
the dangers of hypocrisy? Do you feel that your faith is real? How will you measure your 
faith moving forward? 
 
*STUDY POINT: Find six passages in the New Testament that you would present if an 
unbelieving friend asked you to explain faith. 
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