The Book Of James: Keeping It Real
James 2:24-26
Hebrews 11:1
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
Faith deals with the unseen. It is off limits to the unbelieving. Only through the Holy
Ghost—received at salvation—is the Word of God illuminated, making the invisible visible
to our spiritual eyes:
1John 1:1-4
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; (For
the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that
eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) That which we have
seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly
our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. And these things write we
unto you, that your joy may be full.
Do you see Jesus as real—more real than if He were just a heartbeat away? The Holy
Ghost brings Jesus to reside within you, and what John is stating here is as wondrous as it
is remarkable. Time and geography matter not—for God, Jesus, and Holy Ghost are
outside time and space—for it is as if we were right there with the disciples, dining and
hanging with Jesus! And God’s Word—through John’s words inspired by the Spirit—takes
us there. Imagine being on site with that which is out of sight!
1Peter 1:6-8
Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness
through manifold temptations: That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of
gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though
now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:
Our activated faith in the Word of God—our works—not only transports us to worship
Jesus with all the saints throughout history, but with real faith we please God—for without
faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6). And when we are in God’s will—
believing Him and loving Him—we “rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory” (1 Peter
1:8).
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: How real is Jesus to you? Do you feel His favour over
you when you study, pray, and worship? What do you think would draw you even deeper
into His glorious presence?

James 2:24
(KJV) Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.
(NIV) You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith
alone.

Call faith and works the perfect pair. They were designed by God to work together—He
has deposited faith in us to activate His works in us and through us (Galatians 2:20). But
beloved, we must activate faith!
Hebrews 11:39-40
These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been
promised, since God had planned something better for us so that only together with us
would they be made perfect.
Hebrews 11 is chock full of persecuted Christians who activated their faith, believing and
trusting God with the outcome—many of whom became martyrs for Jesus. The reward for
their faith lay ahead—in heaven—as it did for those still believing by faith, and suffering for
Christ on earth. But note well—all would be rewarded:
Revelation 22:12-14
"Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person according to
what they have done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning
and the End. "Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the
tree of life and may go through the gates into the city.

James 2:25
(KJV) Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received
the messengers, and had sent them out another way?
(NIV) In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what
she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction?
While Abraham was a sojourner of grace, here we have Rahab, who was a trophy of
grace—given as she was in her unredeemed life, a lady of the night. Now, with the fear of
God residing in her heart, or at least an understanding of his power to save from peril,
Rahab has a different kind of reputation—a woman of hospitality. She welcomes the spies,
hides them from the king of Jericho, and sends them out a safe way from their pursuers.
Though she was also acting to preserve her own household from certain death, God
honoured her faith—whatever the motive—and worked through Rahab as she helped
facilitate God’s last minute rescue operation from divine judgment over the city.
You can read the full account of Rahab in Joshua 2:1-24.
As I mentioned last week, you may not be able to relate to a giant of the faith like
Abraham—but most of us have a little bit or a lot of Rahab in our past, though we may not
wear it on a name tag as did Rahab the Harlot. That James brings a prostitute into his
sermon illustration of faith speaks to the grace of God and His love for sinners.
But let’s not lose sight of the central theme here—Rahab hid the spies, combining her
facsimile faith with works that saved lives. Period. That’s really what James wants to
highlight in this narrative. Indeed the blessing of God flows all over the Abrahams and
Rahabs—great and small—in this world. And we are the blessing when our faith proves
real by its works!

So what about works without faith—without a supernatural connection to God?
Matthew 7:21-23
"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day,
'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in
your name perform many miracles?' Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away
from me, you evildoers!'
As we often proclaim on this program—to live out real faith and bear righteous fruit for our
Father—we must stay connected to God our Vine:
John 15:4-8
Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in
the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. "I am the vine; you are the
branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can
do nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and
withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me
and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. This is to
my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
Billionaires may give millions to good causes and charities, and yet be far from God. He
doesn’t need their money anymore than He needs any money. First things first is for every
human being, rich or poor, to understand that He gave everything to us through His Son
(John 3:16), including every dollar any one of us has ever earned. Through Jesus, we are
the most wealthy! We are the most blessed:
Colossians 1:15-18
Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: For by him were all
things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and
for him: And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. And he is the head of the
body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he
might have the preeminence.
1Corinthians 3:21-23
Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours; Whether Paul, or Apollos, or
Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours;
And ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's.
And how do we respond to God for giving us all things through Christ?
Faith, of course!
Luke 18:7-8
And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear
long with them? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of
man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?

I pray that Jesus, when He returns, will find us on our knees, faithful in prayer. And faithful
in love. And faithful in works.
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: Few of us are completely satisfied with our prayer lives.
What lifestyle changes might you make this week to go deeper with God in prayer?
*STUDY POINT: Highlight two epic prayers in the New Testament. Trace their
effectiveness by noting when, where, and how God responded to these prayers.

James 2:26
(KJV) For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.
(NIV) As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.
This is a harrowing statement from James. Okay, brother, you have our attention. Imagine
walking around like an empty carcass, void of life and exempt from eternity—biding time
until your frail bones collapse into a watery grave. Dead to God. Likewise, having faith in
faith, when the spirit is absent, is a fool’s endeavour. This kind of faith is dead in that it
does not work—it will not accomplish God’s purposes on this earth, including clothing the
naked, and feeding the hungry. James drives his point home here in 2:26—Christian,
cultivate a faith that pleases God and blesses the poor.
A faith that works.
~ Reverend Darren McClelland

