The Book Of James: Keeping It Real
James 3:3-5
Last week we enjoyed a discussion via You Tube about leadership and spiritual maturity
with our special guest Pastor Mike Knoll. This issue of motive and maturation in leaders
reigns huge today and has been written about for centuries, namely in God’s Word itself.
James targets the tongue of the teacher as a topic in this passage, as teachers, preachers,
and leaders communicate by writing and speaking words—words that sometimes betray
the sin nature in each of us, and that have untold influence for good or evil in the lives of
the hearer.
James’ Jewish audience was well-familiar with the doctrine of sin:
Romans 3:21-23
But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the
law and the prophets; even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto
all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: For all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God;
They understood! All have sinned. And what was/is the primary instrument of our sinning?
The tongue!
Proverbs 11:9
An hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth his neighbour: but through knowledge shall the just
be delivered.
Proverbs 12:18
There is that speaketh like the piercings of a sword: but the tongue of the wise is health.
Proverbs 18:21
Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: Perhaps you are not a church leader; nonetheless you
have influence in your home by the way you control your tongue. What steps might you
take to better monitor your words as it relates to your family? If there is room for change in
your speaking life, where should you begin?
*STUDY POINT: Pro 15:1 A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up
anger. Find three examples in the New Testament of this verse in action.

James 3:3
(KJV) Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn about
their whole body.
(NIV) When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the
whole animal.

To capture the imagination of his Jewish Christian audience, James here uses a word
picture that conveys the potential power of a small device—for good or evil. A small bit in
the mouth of a large horse enables us to turn that horse any which way we choose. We
don’t have to coerce this awesome animal by any other physical means—a little bit does
just fine! By contrast, our little tongues can determine the direction of our lives by
manifesting the contents of our hearts.
Luke 6:43-45
For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth good
fruit. For every tree is known by his own fruit. For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of
a bramble bush gather they grapes. A good man out of the good treasure of his heart
bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart
bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh.
Want to know the true essence of a person whom you are meeting for the first time? Listen
to their speech. There really is no hiding the fruit of our lips. And sometimes it is better to
say nothing, than to say something that comes from a bitter, corrupt heart—words that,
once voiced, could break hearts and trust permanently.
Psalm 141:3

Set a watch, O LORD, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips.

Colossians 3:19

Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.

In the heat of marital conflict, boundaries can get ignored, self-control is compromised, and
we may need the intercession of God’s Word and the Holy Ghost to override our carnal
nature. This is where pre-battle preparation is key—hiding the Word of God in our hearts
(Psalm 119:11). Our tongues cannot be trusted in times of mortal combat—or rather,
marital combat. Out of the overflow of a husband’s heart, his mouth may speak words that
are mean-spirited and irretrievable. How might he take back words that have already done
due damage to his most intimate relationship on earth?
James spends more than a minute on the subject of our tongues because whether we are
teachers, preachers, husbands or wives, our words matter. They matter because they
reflect the condition of our spiritual hearts. They matter because—whether we
acknowledge it or not—we are influencers through our words for good or evil.

James 3:4
(KJV) Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are driven of fierce winds,
yet are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth.
(NIV) Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong
winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go.
I recall a trip my wife and I enjoyed to Florida, where for the first time I saw up close a
cruise ship. I was amazed at the massive girth of this vessel—a veritable floating hotel! To
think that a comparatively small rudder could steer this ship wherever the captain and his
crew desired is incredible. Yet another effective word picture from James that his readers
would connect with. And that we would connect with.
Small devices yield big power!

James 3:5
(KJV) Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great
a matter a little fire kindleth!
(NIV) Likewise, the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider
what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark.
Now it one thing to manipulate the direction of a horse or a ship with a little device. James
now turns our attention to inciting a fiery blaze with gossip, slander, and anger. Preachers
beware! Do not use the pulpit to Scripture slap one of your sheep! If conviction comes to a
precious soul via the Holy Ghost as you are teaching and preaching, this is God. If
condemnation comes as you manipulate God’s Word in order to single out and shoot down
one of your sheep—this is Satan! If any of us need a sobering word concerning our
responsibility to the flock, read Ezekiel 34, and read it often.
With the image of a raging forest fire fresh in our minds, we are seeing the inevitable result
of wicked plotting—the deceitful heart striking the first match.
Jeremiah 17:9
The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?
Heart to tongue…
Psalm 52:1-4
To the chief Musician, Maschil, A Psalm of David, when Doeg the Edomite came and told
Saul, and said unto him, David is come to the house of Ahimelech. Why boastest thou
thyself in mischief, O mighty man? the goodness of God endureth continually. Thy tongue
deviseth mischiefs; like a sharp razor, working deceitfully. Thou lovest evil more than good;
and lying rather than to speak righteousness. Selah. Thou lovest all devouring words, O
thou deceitful tongue.
So in our wretched state in the flesh, our tongues have the potential to spark forest fires,
and burn bridges all behind us on our paths of wickedness. And the causalities are many—
our flocks, our friends, our families. But this is not the Jesus way. As born-again believers,
redeemed in Christ, we pray.
What’s that? We pray.
Psalm 39:1-5
To the chief Musician, even to Jeduthun, A Psalm of David. I said, I will take heed to my
ways, that I sin not with my tongue: I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is
before me. I was dumb with silence, I held my peace, even from good; and my sorrow was
stirred. My heart was hot within me, while I was musing the fire burned: then spake I with
my tongue, LORD, make me to know mine end, and the measure of my days, what it is;
that I may know how frail I am. Behold, thou hast made my days as an handbreadth; and
mine age is as nothing before thee: verily every man at his best state is altogether vanity.
Selah.
~ Reverend Darren McClelland

