The Book Of James: Keeping It Real
James 4:1-5
This is our dog Mittsy. She is in her senior years now, with some health issues—but no less a
blessing than when we brought her home as a little puppy 13 years ago. Mittsy is a product of
love, training, discipline, and more love. As she grew out of puppyhood into adulthood, we
noticed that all those obedience classes, teaching her to play with dog toys and not shoes,
giving her daily play time and tests of obedience, and lavishing her with love produced an
adult dog we could live with and our visitors would not be terrified of. On the other hand, I
have a friend whose dog was never trained, was relegated to the outdoors as perpetual
punishment, barked incessantly, bared its teeth threateningly, trusted no one, and would bite
your sweet hand of fellowship should you ever extend yours to him.
So, why all this dog talk? Well, today we are going to hear James out on the topic of what’s
inside and what to do about it. As I was studying this passage in James 4:1-5, it occurred to
me that everything that goes into successfully raising a good dog—the training program—
applies to growing godly people. James was up against and writing to a populist stance of
aggression as a means of getting. Covetous people with pride and stubbornness in their
hearts will get what they want one way or another—usually by force. When this wrong-headed
modus operandi is encouraged before the poor and oppressed, it actually becomes a
consideration: “hey, let’s overthrow our oppressors and steal their stuff!” Obviously, James is
shining his holy spotlight on the behaviour of the Jewish Christians—not to shame them, but
to bring about repentance and a return to humble prayer and trust in a new training
program—God’s Word.

James 4:1
(KJV) From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of
your lusts that war in your members?
(NIV) What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that
battle within you?
James is asking rhetorically where all the conflict and division among the Jewish Christians is
coming from. From inside, that’s where.
Proverbs 4:23
(KJV) Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.
(NIV) Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.
This is where every Christian lives—from the inside. All the carnal and/or spiritual input from
our whole life—our training if you will—is stored in our hearts, all the secret sin, all the
loathing and hatred, all the guilt and shame. But then every Christian from what’s inside lives
out through their words, actions, priorities, and relationships before the world around them.
And unless you and I are actors of Academy Award stature—we will be seen every day by
others what’s inside of us. Smile for the camera!
Ancient writer Plato attributed all murderous thoughts and resultant wars as a product of
carnal desires inside the body. Smart man, that Plato. But James, by pointing out the wicked

covetousness of the Jewish Christians, is also laying blame at the feet of false teachers who
would preach violent anecdotes from the pulpit, again raising up rebels, not meek seekers of
God. The training program—indeed what was being fed to impressionable young converts—
was anger, violence, and rebellion, all seen in the following three verses:

James 4:2
(KJV) Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war,
yet ye have not, because ye ask not.
(NIV) You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so
you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God.

James 4:3
(KJV) Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your
lusts.
(NIV) When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may
spend what you get on your pleasures.

James 4:4
(KJV) Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity
with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.
(NIV) You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world means enmity
against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy
of God.
*STUDY POINT: List at least ten ways that being a “friend of the world” (James 4:4) could
lead to the ungodly behaviours we see in the Jewish Christians.

James 4:5
(KJV) Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?
(NIV) Or do you think Scripture says without reason that he jealously longs for the spirit he
has caused to dwell in us?
It’s true, the Holy Ghost—or God Himself—is jealous for us! When we reach out to the idols of
this world (1 John 2:15-17) to fulfill our needs, it grieves God. James points out that there is
only room in our hearts for God or for the world, never both. And at any moment on any day,
we will need to choose to love one or the other. Beloved, take up your cross today.
Luke 9:23-27
And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross daily, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will
lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it. For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the
whole world, and lose himself, or be cast away? For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and
of my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory,
and in his Father's, and of the holy angels. But I tell you of a truth, there be some standing
here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God
Beloved, you know and I know that what James is describing in James 4:1-5 is the fruit of
what’s inside these Jewish Christians. Perhaps today in 2022, we are even worse off as

God’s household.
Let’s see, by comparing our present world to the Word of God. You be the judge!
Galatians 5:19-23
Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions,
heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you
before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the
kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.
Sadly, like my friend’s barky, vicious dog who lives an undisciplined, untrained, and unloved
existence, our only hope is new heart input and a new way of thinking that produces a new
way of living. That’s right, we need to change what’s inside.
Romans 12:2
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
We need a new training program. And here it is:
Colossians 3:1-17
If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the
right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are
dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then
shall ye also appear with him in glory. Mortify therefore your members which are upon the
earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness,
which is idolatry: For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of
disobedience: In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. But now ye
also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.
Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; And have put
on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:
Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian,
bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;
Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any:
even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things put on charity, which is
the bond of perfectness. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye
are called in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all
wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.
*STUDY POINT: From this text in Colossians, and in your own words, list all of the Biblical
exhorting action steps that God graciously gives the Jewish Christians—and us today—as a
part of his new training program.
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