The Book Of James: Keeping It Real
James 4:11-12
In the beginning God created the heavens and…the earth (Genesis 1:1).
Through Adam and Eve, God populated this planet with people (Genesis 1:28). With you
and I! Made in His image (Genesis 1:27) but fallen through Adam (Genesis 3:6). And, oh
glory of glories—we were redeemed by Jesus through His death on the cross and His
singular supernatural resurrection unto our salvation! I hope and pray You are saved
through Christ, and if not—today is the day of salvation! Speak to Jesus the Door right
now…and ask Him to take your sin and let you in:
Lord, I confess that I cannot be a part of Your household because I’m apart from You,
because of my sin. Forgive me Father. Jesus, You are the key to my salvation. I accept
You from my heart as Lord and Saviour of my life. Please let me in. Amen.
All over this incredible planet Earth are members of God’s household just like you, and just
like you, completely unique—fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139:14) by God and
for God’s eternal family.
1Timothy 3:14-15
Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, if I am
delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God's household (yup,
we are going to talk about God’s house rules!) which is the church of the living God, the
pillar and foundation of the truth.
Who lives here in God’s house?
These are they who each have come to a saving knowledge of the Gospel and have
accepted Jesus from their hearts as Lord and Saviour of their lives, and have a real and
intimate relationship with God through Jesus His Son. At the moment of salvation, they
received the Holy Spirit, who has enabled and empowered them to follow the Lord and to
love Him with all their heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mark 12:30)—now and forever.
And hear this—He has enabled us to love our neighbour as ourselves (Mark 12:31).
In fact, the Bible teaches that the most poignant evidence of our belonging to God’s
household is our love for one another.
John 13:34-35
A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that
ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have
love one to another.
Our love for one another in God’s household does not depend on our biases, opinions,
religious backgrounds, denominational allegiances, political postures, music styles,
teacher/preacher preferences, ministry methodology, or myriad theological presuppositions.

Let alone our fickle, and shamelessly carnal definitions of love—here today, gone
tomorrow.
So let me shout this out,
Our love for another depends on intimate, unbroken communion with the One Who is love,
God Himself.
We love because He first loved us (1 John 4:19).
As we grow deeper in our relationship with Jesus Christ, so our agape, unconditional love
grows for our brothers and sisters in the Lord’s household here at home and all over the
world. Can I get an Amen?
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: In your own walk with God, have you observed growth in
the area of loving your brothers and sisters in Christ? If not, what action steps spiritually
could you take today to be more like Jesus?
Which brings us to today’s verses:

James 4:11
(KJV) Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and
judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law,
thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge.
(NIV) Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against a
brother or sister or judges them speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the
law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it.

James 4:12
(KJV) There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who art thou that judgest
another?
(NIV) There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But
you—who are you to judge your neighbor?
To understand who and what James is addressing here, a little context is helpful: worldly,
rebellious, violent Jewish revolutionaries were killing with words and weapons, setting
aside God’s Word—specifically the law to love one another—and usurping the entire lawful
Biblical process that was the very foundation of their religion. That the onlookers of this
primal parade may have included the lesser God citizens of the land—the once poor,
oppressed Christian Jews—was not lost on our writer James. His ready pen pleaded with
these children of disobedience—for starters to start obeying the letter of their own law.
In this brief study this week, you won’t hear me personally curse those Christians who
today in our online church hate on their brothers and sisters in Christ—for whatever
reasons they espouse to justify their sin. If they are truly His, and occupy a room in His
household, they will soon enough experience their Father’s discipline:

Hebrews 12:5-15
And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as a
father addresses his son? It says, "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and
do not lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines the one he loves,
and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son." Endure hardship as discipline; God is
treating you as his children. For what children are not disciplined by their father? If you
are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not legitimate, not
true sons and daughters at all. Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined
us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits
and live! They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us
for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at
the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace
for those who have been trained by it. Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak
knees. "Make level paths for your feet," so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather
healed. Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness
no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no
bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.
And, even more seriously, if it is unhinged anger and violence that is rearing it’s ugly head
in God’s household, this behaviour is an indication of a disconnect—or no connection at
all—with God. Scary stuff.
1John 3:14-15
We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love each other. Anyone
who does not love remains in death. Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer,
and you know that no murderer has eternal life residing in him.
Now, let me be clear—not all conflict and strife in God’s household happens at the hands
of false believers. We still each live in a carnal body, and the very real battle between flesh
and spirit must be confronted.
Galatians 5:16-26
So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the flesh
desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are
in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. But if you are led
by the Spirit, you are not under the law. The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual
immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits
of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like.
I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. Since we live by the
Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and
envying each other.
Good news, beloved. Lest you at any moment think that God’s rules are burdensome:

1John 5:1-5
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves
the father loves his child as well. This is how we know that we love the children of God: by
loving God and carrying out his commands. In fact, this is love for God: to keep his
commands. And his commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of God overcomes
the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. Who is it that
overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.
Believe. Just believe. Remember, by your belief, you have been reborn into the household
of God, along with your brothers and sisters in Christ.
*STUDY POINT: The miracle of spiritual conversion is unparalleled in Scripture. Conduct
your own study on all Biblical passages where a Biblical man or woman turns from
unbelief to belief. Write down the spiritual fruit borne of each believing heart and life. This
personal study need not be exhaustive.
Let’s check out some more of this passage from 1 John 3:
1John 3:16-24
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to
lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. If anyone has material possessions and
sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in
that person? Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in
truth. This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in
his presence: If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and
he knows everything. Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence
before God and receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and
do what pleases him. And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus
Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. The one who keeps God's
commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We
know it by the Spirit he gave us.
Unity is not a pipe dream or a silly ditty to be sung around a campfire. This is God’s heart.
And through Jesus, unity was and will always be His plan for His household:
Ephesians 2:11-22
Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called
"uncircumcised" by those who call themselves "the circumcision" (which is done in the
body by human hands), remember that at that time you were separate from Christ,
excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without
hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away
have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has
made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by
setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to
create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one body to
reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.
He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were
near. For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. Consequently,
you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God's people and also

members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with
Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together
and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together
to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
I am pouring the Scriptures over you, beloved, so that there is no misunderstanding as to
what God’s house rules are. They are not spiritual-sounding suggestions. Note wisely, and
note well: God is not mocked, tricked, fooled, or deceived. We deceive ourselves when we
think that our Lord can be. The list of things God hates in Proverbs 6:16-19 culminates
with this:
Proverbs 6:19
A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.
A modern version says:
Proverbs 6:19
Any witness who pours out lies, and anyone who stirs up family fights.
Still want to be a part of God’s household? Many don’t. Many leave the house and never
come back. Many left Jesus, never to be seen again (Mark 14:50).
2Timothy 3:1-7
But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of
themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents,
ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not
lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of
God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such
people. They are the kind who worm their way into homes and gain control over gullible
women, who are loaded down with sins and are swayed by all kinds of evil desires, always
learning but never able to come to a knowledge of the truth.
There is a lot more to say about God’s house and God’s house rules. The Book of James
is all about keeping it real. Being honest with God and with each other. Keeping short
accounts with God. The Lord has left us this text for our own lessons and learning how to
be His family. We have daily opportunity to rehearse for heaven by the way we love each
other on earth. Let’s heed the inspired Word of God and love well:
1John 4:20-21
Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not
love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not
seen. And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their
brother and sister.
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