The Book Of James: Keeping It Real
James 4:6-10
God, show me the way back to You.
Dearest believer, backslider, or barren-hearted. If you have ever prayed these words—or if
you are praying them today—God wants you to know that, not only will He honour Your
request, but He is delighted that You would even ask. You see, God is at every moment
ready to make a way for you to return to Him and to return to His perfect love and provision
for your life.
Today on the Teaching Room, James shows us from God’s Word that for us—who at any
misguided moment can lose sight of God’s ways in a world gone wrong—there are steps
you and I can take in a righteous direction that lead back to our Father’s safe, strong arms.
So let’s discover together—the ways of God’s grace.
The Jewish Christians had not only lost their way in the world, but had lost their way to the
world. God had redeemed them—as He has done for all believers through Jesus—and
jealously guards His Spirit that has come to live inside surrendered hearts:
James 4:5
Or do you think Scripture says without reason that he jealously longs for the spirit he has
caused to dwell in us?
Last week, we listened to James give a dark prognosis of the spiritual health of the Jewish
Christians—they had given themselves over to the flesh and had become petty, covetous
and cruel. Their goal was getting by any means. Our natural, human sense of justice would
have sent these once scattered and scorned Jews to the slammer with no parole!
But not our God.
When a child of God gives themselves over to the world, there isn’t anything God won’t do to
bring them back. His is not an apathetic love that allows His children to live low and go on as
spiritual sluggards, defeated and inevitably receiving the deadly wages of sin. No. As I
said—not our God. Beloved, In God’s Word are clear steps to ensure that our intimate
fellowship with God is quickly and effectively restored—such is the inestimable value of our
walk with Him, paid for through the cross of Jesus. Remember Enoch?
Genesis 5:24
Enoch walked faithfully with God; then he was no more, because God took him away. (NIV)
Such is God’s grace:
GRACE, n. [L. gratia, which is formed on the Celtic; Eng. agree, congruous, and ready. The
primary sense of gratus, is free, ready, quick, willing, prompt, from advancing.]
1. Favor; good will; kindness; disposition to oblige another; as a grant made as an act of
grace. Or each, or all, may win a lady's grace.

2. Appropriately, the free unmerited love and favor of God, the spring and source of all the
benefits men receive from him. And if by grace,then it is no more of works. Rom 11.
3. Favorable influence of God; divine influence or the influence of the spirit, in renewing
the heart and restraining from sin. My grace is sufficient for thee. 2 Cor 12.
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: Do you recall a time when you were over critical towards
another believer and—should you have been judge and jury over their life—meted out a
harsh verdict and punishment? How does God’s sense of justice differ from ours? What can
we learn moving forward in our relationships within the Body of Christ?

James 4:6
(KJV) But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth
grace unto the humble.
(NIV) But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: "God opposes the proud but
shows favor to the humble."
Dear Christian, in God’s economy we do not throw the baby Christian out with the bath water!
Was the behaviour of the Jewish Christians wrong-headed and hard-hearted? Absolutely.
And did they deserve to be disciplined by God to the furthest extent? Yes, of course.
However, the text in verse 6 tells us that the more indignant his children become, the more
he extends His grace to cover their rebellion. While God does not coddle us in our insolence
and selfish ways, He does give us more grace, and more time to come to our senses and
repent—thereby receiving His fatherly favour all over again. Is that amazing? Praise Him
today for His unceasing grace!
A word of warning before we continue. God’s grace is not for the spiritually apathetic
Christian who has learned from babyhood to manipulate God (impossible) and justify sin by
habitually applying grace to deliberate sin and a lifestyle of ungodliness.
Titus 2:11-13
For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us that,
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this
present world; Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God
and our Saviour Jesus Christ;
Romans 6:1-2
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How
shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?
In our walk with Jesus, humility is our best heart posture before God.
Proverbs 4:23
Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it. (NIV)
Hebrews 3:12-13
See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns
away from the living God. But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called "Today,"
so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness. (NIV)

*STUDY POINT: Compile a comprehensive list of Old and New Testament passages that
deal with the hearts of God’s people, individually and corporately.
QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: What is God’s part in growing us from the heart level?And
what is our part? Provide Scripture.

James 4:7
(KJV) Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
(NIV) Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
Behind the scenes of the raucous uprising of the poor and oppressed Christians, James
knows and understands that, as long as God’s kids align their hearts with the world and
covetous carnality, their behaviour is likely to only get worse and their witness for Christ
dragged through the mud. But in his ever-increasing grace, God provides a two-step battle
plan:
1. Submit. Yes, in deep reverence for God and with humble heart.
2. Resist. Any and all temptations from the devil to make provision for the flesh (Romans
13:14).

James 4:8
(KJV) Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and
purify your hearts, ye double minded.
(NIV) Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and
purify your hearts, you double-minded.
God is a gentleman and He will not force you to come to Him. He’s into the real. He’s into
the raw. Come as you are. But do come. And He will be sure to meet you there in your
honest places as you move closer. When you are nearer to God, you will sense His holiness
and want to confess sin and make it right with Him:
1Peter 1:15-16
But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;
Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.
1John 1:9
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
Double-minded. Just for the record, God does not do double-minded. You know—straddling
two sides of the fence. The path to hell is paved with good intentions, so in our heart of
hearts, decisions need to be made:
Matthew 22:37
Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind.
James 1:8

A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.

James 4:9
(KJV) Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning,
and your joy to heaviness.
(NIV) Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom.
Don’t cry crocodile tears!
Crocodile tears (or superficial sympathy) is a false, insincere display of emotion such as
a hypocrite crying fake tears of grief.
The phrase derives from an ancient belief that crocodiles shed tears while consuming their
prey. (From Wikipedia)
Biblical sorrow requires of us to agree with God that our sin misses God’s glorious standard
for our lives. We can then allow access for the Holy Spirit to convict and convince, forgive
and restore us from the guilt and shame our sin has produced. This kind of sorrow for sin is
honest and real and is a ready invitation for God to instantly forgive and cleanse us of all
unrighteousness (1 John 1:9).

James 4:10
(KJV) Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.
(NIV) Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.
That God wanted the Jewish Christians to humble themselves before Him was not a slavish
command rendered with no mercy. The reward for such humility would be a people restored
to the peace of Christ (John 14:27) with an authentic witness to their pagan neighbours,
and all to the glory of God! Hallelujah!
You see, God calls out to all humankind today—to a world entangled in brokenness,
deception, corruption, and sin. Stop!
Psalm 46:10-11
Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the
earth. The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah.
Maybe we need to get quiet now. Maybe God’s grace was there all along, but we weren’t
listening.
Psalm 131:1-3 A song of ascents. Of David.
My heart is not proud, LORD, my eyes are not haughty; I do not concern myself with great
matters or things too wonderful for me. But I have calmed and quieted myself, I am like a
weaned child with its mother; like a weaned child I am content. Israel, put your hope in the
LORD both now and forevermore.
Amen.
~ Reverend Darren McClelland

