The Book Of James: Keeping It Real
James 5:1-6
Beloved, all through secular and Biblical history there has been an hierarchy among the
economic and social classes, and it went something like this: I have more money and power
than you do, and therefore I’ve earned the right to control, oppress, use, and abuse you at my
leisure.
Now you may balk at this very attitude as a believer in Jesus in 2022, but remember—where
the sin nature is concerned—some things never change.
Today, James is addressing, more like rebuking, the wealthy Jewish Christians who had
forgotten Who they would answer to for how they handled all the riches they had been blessed
with.
Two Scriptural principles to remember as we sojourn through this passage:
Self-sufficiency and salvation are polar opposites. The only hope to close this gap and see the
rich and selfish saved is—God Himself (Mark 10:17-27).
Riches in and of itself are not evil. However, loving and hoarding riches is evil (Luke 12:13-21; 1
Timothy 6:9-10).

James 5:1
(KJV) Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you.
(NIV) Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming on you.
As we study out this passage, note the edgy tone and righteous indignation in James’ words…
Weep and wail. Believer, in Jesus, far better to weep and wail, if it it means you have come to
realize the fallout of your folly! Jesus says Repent!
Matthew 4:17
From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.
These rich Christians came from legitimate money, namely local merchants, and they came
from corrupt money siphoned off the wages of the labourers and farmers who had little means
of seeking justice for these crimes. James is levelling a sober warning to the rich all through the
ages here—stop and repent and understand that the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23).
Sooner or later, sin exacts a price from each of us.
1Timothy 5:24
Some men's sins are open beforehand, going before to judgment; and some men they follow
after.
Hebrews 9:27

And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.

*STUDY POINT: Find and record two Biblical examples—one in the Old Testament, and one
in the New—where sin exacts a price from a person, but at a delayed time.
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: How should the certainty of the consequences of our sin
shape our attitude towards it? And how then should our attitude towards repentance—the
turning away from sin—also be changed?

James 5:2
(KJV) Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten.
(NIV) Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes.
In this time in history, indeed all through the ages, the poor would own one set of garments,
however ragged—and sometimes no clothing at all. James points out here that the rich reading
his letter had so many clothes stored away that the moths were having a veritable buffet!
One of the characteristics of filthy riches is the sin of hoarding:
HOARD, n. A store, stock or large quantity of any thing accumulated or laid up; a hidden stock;
a treasure; as a hoard of provisions for winter; a hoard of money.
HOARD, v.t. To collect and lay up a large quantity of any thing; to amass and deposit in secret;
to store secretly; as, to hoard grain or provisions; to hoard silver and gold.
It is sometimes followed by up, but without use; as, to hoard up provisions. (From Webster’s
Dictionary)
So, while the rich are hoarding, the poor are doing without day by day. The very fact that James
is bringing this to our attention means that the Spirit of God is fully aware and also filled with
righteous indignation that must be addressed by God’s justice—miseries (James 5:1) that are
sure to come upon the rich Jewish Christians soon enough.

James 5:3
(KJV) Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and
shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days.
(NIV) Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your
flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days.
In this verse, James again addresses the rich and their hoarding at the expense of the poor and
oppressed. And what happens when an embarrassment of riches—precious gold and silver— is
piled high and stored up without use? It corrodes! It’s cankered (KJV). It is this corrosion that
betrays and testifies against the gross idolatry of greed (Colossians 3:5), a sin God must judge.
The poor have nowhere to turn but Jesus—Who is enough and Who is their all in all.
Hebrews 13:5
Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for
he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.

James 5:4
(KJV) Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept

back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the
Lord of sabaoth.
(NIV) Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed your fields are crying out
against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty.
*STUDY POINT: What is the specific offence committed here by the rich Jewish Christians
against the poor? From James’ tone, we know this is a serious offence. Why is this offence so
serious in God’s eyes?
Specific corruption and fraud are addressed by James here, and it is serious—for God hears
every cry of injustice from each of His children and judges every oppressor severely:
Acts 9:1-9
And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went
unto the high priest, And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found
any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.
And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a
light from heaven: And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom
thou persecutest: it ishard for thee to kick against the pricks. And he trembling and astonished
said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city,
and it shall be told thee what thou must do. And the men which journeyed with him stood
speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. And Saul arose from the earth; and when his
eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into
Damascus. And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.
Thankfully, Paul did not resist the conviction of the Holy Ghost but rather accepted Jesus as
Lord and Saviour of His life! And aren’t we thankful today that this once religious, murderous
Zealot became a slave of righteousness and a servant of the Righteous One, and by the
inspiration of the Holy Ghost authored a good portion of the New Testament!
*STUDY POINT: Find two other passages in the New Testament where an individual suffered
greatly at the hands of God for oppressing His people.
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: What can we learn about God’s character from the way He
hears and responds to our cries for help?

James 5:5
(KJV) Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts,
as in a day of slaughter.
(NIV) You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in
the day of slaughter.
This is how the sin nature expresses itself through the world system today:

1John 2:15-16
Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love
of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.
Worldliness was epidemic in James’ time too—even in the church—and we should soberly heed
his pronouncement of coming judgment, knowing by faith that these words are also for us today.
Amen. When sin, self, and Satan rule our hearts, there is no room within us to love God and
receive His gracious provision for our lives. Every day is a choice to serve self or surrender
self—and serve God, receiving His plans, purposes, and provision for our lives.

James 5:6
(KJV) Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth not resist you.
(NIV) You have condemned and murdered the innocent one, who was not opposing you.
This verse should break your heart. Can you see Jesus on His cruel cross? He was mocked,
falsely accused, tortured, and crucified for you and I. When it came time for Him to go with His
captors, He did not resist.
Luke 22:41-42
And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's cast, and kneeled down, and prayed,
saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine,
be done.
The poor and oppressed to whom James is writing did not resist their rich oppressors or their
murderers. Their lives belonged to Jesus. God willing, none of us called by God to suffer for
Him in small or big ways for the Gospel would resist to save ourselves.
Indeed—knowing as we do His boundless love through the cross of Christ—we would reckon
suffering for Him to be the highest honour.
Amen.
Romans 8:31-39
What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? He that
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely
give us all things? Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.
who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at
the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the
love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? As it is written, for thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep
for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved
us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
~ Reverend Darren McClelland

