The Book Of James: Keeping It Real
James 5:17-20
*STUDY POINT: Reread the Book of James this week in one sitting. Find parallel truths
in the Book of Proverbs that would embolden your belief that God’s Word truly has one
Author (2 Timothy 3:16).
What a sojourn it has been through the Book of James. This is a life-transforming book
when we take it in, meditate upon it and apply it to our lives through the power of the
Holy Spirit.
James 1:22
But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.
I pray that you have experienced God through the text as God’s truth has intersected
with your heart and your life. Amen.
It is God’s will that we grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus through His Word by
the power of the Holy Spirit.
It is amazing that in His mercy, God provides! And sometimes, He involves us in the
process of provision—be it material, physical, or spiritual. These last four verses are
both miraculous and personal.

James 5:17
(KJV) Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that
it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six
months.
(NIV) Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not
rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years.
This is a miraculous prayer from a man who was not miraculous but fully human and
fallible like you and I. When we have a right relationship with God, we will be found
praying in the Spirit according to His will:
1John 5:13-15
These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye
may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of
God. And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according
to his will, he heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know
that we have the petitions that we desired of him.

Power? Oh yes, beloved—power from aligning our will with God’s! Our temporary
prayer initiatives are not as important to God as having a lifestyle of prayer. And
obedience.
2Chronicles 7:14
If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and
seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
When we lean on God and not on our own need to understand every detail of the
calamity surrounding us at any given moment (Proverbs 3:5-6), we can pray with
abandon, dependence, and power. And we must pray without doubting, without
wavering—as James exhorted the scattered Christian Jews in James 1:
James 1:5-8
If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For
he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not
that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. A double minded
man is unstable in all his ways.
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: Why is James’ admonition to not doubt so firm? How
might the posture of your heart change before God and affect your prayer life, now
hearing James 1:5-8?
Elijah prayed that there would be no rain for three and a half years. God honoured his
prayer because he was a man of prayer—his life was prayer—not just because he
prayed. Elijah prayed not just one God-sized prayer, but two:

James 5:18
(KJV) And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her
fruit.
(NIV) Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.
God involved a human being in His miraculous provision for the farmers. Faith and
works involve believing God is Who He says He is, and that He is able to do what He
promises.
1Thessalonians 5:23-24
And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and
soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.
At this juncture we must address the connection between a successful prayer life and
maintaining a surrendered, obedient lifestyle. This central connection only serves to
bring us often back to the prayer closet:

Matthew 6:6
But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door,
pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward
thee openly.
Want power, want provision? Abide in Him!
John 15:7
If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be
done unto you.

James 5:19
(KJV) Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him;
(NIV) My brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone
should bring that person back,

James 5:20
(KJV) Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall
save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.
(NIV) remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of their way will save them
from death and cover over a multitude of sins.
So how does the account of Elijah and his God-sized requests relate to interceding for
our brothers and sisters? The answer should be obvious—powerful prayer! Loving God
and loving people enough to intercede for them—as we are admonished to do—go
hand in hand like praying hands.
1John 4:20-21
If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his
brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? And this
commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.
Remember this. Sometimes we are reaching out to a brother or sister in real spiritual
peril—perhaps by speaking the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15). Other times it may be a
precious soul hanging by a hopeless thread of self-righteousness on the brink of an
eternity in hell.
Proverbs 14:12
There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of
death.
Proverbs 11:30
The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.

*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: How heavy is your spiritual burden for brothers and
sisters in Christ, or for lost friends and family? How do we cultivate hearts that can’t help
but reach out in love?
Our obedience in rescuing either person will be rewarded on earth with a covering of
God’s grace (James 5:20) and our knowledge of a joyous heavenly celebration of a soul
saved for eternity.
Luke 15:10
Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner that repenteth.
And beloved, this is where we end the Book of James. Prayer. Prayer for the lost.
Prayer for each other. This is truly our mission—the great commission:
Matthew 28:18-20
And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven
and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of
the world. Amen.
Amen indeed.
~ Reverend Darren McClelland

