The Book Of James: Keeping It Real
James 5:7-12
Hope With A Promise
Do you need hope today?
I know I do, and most of my friends and family too. The Ukrainian and Russian men,
women, and children need hope in these days, embattled as they are against a dictator
and political tyrant—now a murderer and war criminal.
There is a young man on your street fighting his addiction to heroin. He could use some
hope for sure.
Marriages—inside and outside the church—taking missile fire from a formidable
enemy. God, you see the need for hope.
The homeless, the discarded, the cancer-stricken, the discouraged, and need I go on?
Perhaps the fear and isolation of the last two years of Covid 19 has left in you wounds too
painful to describe, too deep to heal. Hope, please.
What about the clash of social classes in James’ time, and how the rich relentlessly
defrauded and degraded the poor?
In this week’s passage, James provides the poor and oppressed Jewish Christians with
more than a pat on the back, or a “Don’t worry, things will get better.” God’s Word
promises a future harvest of hope for His people that will bring relief from the inevitable
deluge of depression over their lives and will exact His judgment for all the injustice of
oppression.
Matthew 13:36-43
Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his disciples came
unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field. He answered and
said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; the field is the world;
the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the
wicked one; the enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world;
and the reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire;
so shall it be in the end of this world. The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and
they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; and
shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then
shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to
hear, let him hear.

*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: Do you recall the last time you felt an overwhelming
sense of injustice at an event you witnessed or viewed via media? How do believe God
would have perceived the same event? Based on what you know of God from the whole
counsel of His Word, how and when do you believe He would exact justice?
*STUDY POINT: Find two examples—one in the Old Testament and one in the New—
where God administered justice immediately. Why do you believe He did so? Given all the
injustice around us in the world right now, find Scriptures that might help explain God’s
seeming delay at meting out His righteous judgment.
I will say this simply, but emphatically: only God’s Word brings hope with a promise:
Isaiah 55:10-11
For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower,
and bread to the eater: So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not
return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the
thing whereto I sent it.
Hebrews 4:12
For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow,
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
2Timothy 3:16-17
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good works.
That James could so confidently divert the attention of the poor off of their
circumstances—which were undeniably hopeless—and onto the faithful, trustworthy, and
transformative Word of God should encourage us to do the same today. Regardless of
circumstances, God’s Word is anointed for such a time as you are in—such a battle as
you are fighting, such a storm as you are enduring, or such a valley low as you are
sojourning (Esther 4:14).

James 5:7
(KJV) Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the
husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until
he receive the early and latter rain.
(NIV) Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer
waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring
rains.

James 5:8
(KJV) Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.
(NIV) You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near.

There it is! There is the hope—the coming of the Lord!
Genesis 49:18

I have waited for thy salvation, O LORD.

Psalm 37:7
Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who
prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass.
Psalm 40:1-3
To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. I waited patiently for the LORD; and he inclined
unto me, and heard my cry. He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry
clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings. And he hath put a new
song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in
the LORD.
Psalm 27:14
Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say,
on the LORD.

James 5:9
(KJV) Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the
judge standeth before the door.
(NIV) Don't grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. The
Judge is standing at the door!
Yes He is, dear believer! So, remember that you may need your brothers and sisters in
Christ in turbulent times. Do not despise them but love on them (John 13:34)—especially
in troubled times. James warns that, in the midst of oppression, is not the time for conflict
(See James 4:11-12). Our brethren are part of the hope care package that God provides
to each of us in the midst of our difficult seasons. You can certainly see this love in action
in the Ukraine right now as so many humanitarian and Christian individuals and
organizations risk life and limb to help war refugees out of harm’s way. It is beautiful to
see! Praise God!
For the Jewish Christians in James’ time, their future rescue was assured, as it was
prophesied. And as it was promised in Holy Scripture, they could stake their lives upon a
future hope that had strengthened many a saint throughout history (Read Hebrews 11).
Hebrews 11:1-2
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.
This is what the ancients were commended for.
Faith strengthens hope. When you and I read Scripture and see what God has promised
and how His promises have powered the faith of saints in the past—the Holy Spirit
infuses us today with that same hope too!
Romans 10:17

So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

In James 5:7, our writer employs a real and relatable word picture of a farmer waiting on
the March/April rains to fortify his late spring/early summer harvest. Many mouths would
be fed by a bountiful harvest, so his hope in a timely rainfall and a subsequent provision
of wheat, grain, and barley was a hope well-placed. Just like the Jewish Christians placed
their hope in the day of the Lord. While we may understand James’ word picture, the
Jewish farmers would especially get it.

James 5:10
(KJV) Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an
example of suffering affliction, and of patience.
(NIV) Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.
This example would have also resonated loudly with the Jews who held high—and even
amplified—the historical accounts of martyrdom among the great prophets.

James 5:11
(KJV) Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job,
and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.
(NIV) As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of
Job's perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of
compassion and mercy.
James is on a roll of encouragement. The Book of Job was so highly revered among the
Jewish Christians—as it is today among those of us waiting for breakthrough in our
brokenness—to remind the poor and oppressed of God’s faithfulness through history and
through the account of Job.
Again, hope with a promise!

James 5:12
(KJV) But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the
earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall
into condemnation.
(NIV) Above all, my brothers and sisters, do not swear—not by heaven or by earth or by
anything else. All you need to say is a simple "Yes" or "No." Otherwise you will be
condemned.
James here is exhorting all believers—especially in trials and temptations—to not waver
in our faith or our hope in God and His Word.
James 1:2-8
My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; knowing this, that the
trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may
be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in
faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind

and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. A
double minded man is unstable in all his ways.
To make rash vows based on rushed prayer and double-mindedness is just dangerous!
*QUESTION FOR MEDITATION: Can you recall a time when you made an important life
decision while you were in the throes of spiritual unrest and confusion? What was the
outcome? What would you do differently next time?
So, as followers of Jesus—let’s capsulize hope for our times:
A simple yes or no.
A heart full of faith in God and His Word.
No doubting.
Now that’s hope with a promise.
~ Reverend Darren McClelland

