Giving The Gift Of God’s Glory
John 17
The gift of God’s glory. The High Priestly Prayer. From a helpless little baby born into this
earth amidst the most humble of circumstances, to the perfect completion of a mission to
make a way for every man, woman, and child to be saved from eternal separation from
God. And yet to give us the priceless gift of God’s glory, Jesus would have to pay a price
none of us could pay. Listen:
John 12:23-33
Jesus replied, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly I tell you,
unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it
dies, it produces many seeds. Anyone who loves their life i lose it, while anyone who
hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me;
and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.
"Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it
was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!" Then a voice
came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and will glorify it again." The crowd that was there
and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. Jesus said,
"This voice was for your benefit, not mine. Now is the time for judgment on this world; now
the prince of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will
draw all people to myself." He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die.
He has preached to them. He has preached to you and me. Now He prays for them.
Beloved, He is about to pray for you and me.

John 17:1
(KJV) These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the
hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:
(NIV) After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: "Father, the hour has
come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.
Jesus never did anything apart from His Father’s way and time. Even we He was upon the
cross, He did not give up the ghost until the exact microsecond that God had appointed
and preordained—the time at which He cried out It is finished. And here in John 17:1 we
see a man in the flesh dreading the cruelty of the cross while in the spirit looking forward to
glory—the reunion with His Father in heaven:
Hebrews 12:2
Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the
throne of God.
And through the obedience of Jesus in going to the cross, we would have hope. Hope
through the cross! The agony ahead caused Jesus to acknowledge God just as He had all
those sleepless nights in the lonely places by looking up—in Jewish culture a profoundly
humble gesture of faith and surrender. Jesus was letting God into His circumstances, His

desperation, His need. He was setting an example for all of us who will confront challenges,
weather severe storms, or travel valleys low—sooner or later.
John 16:33
These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall
have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.
The hour is come. So many of Jesus’ followers, and even His own disciples, pressured
Him to act and do things for which the timing was wrong. This is why He ignored the
myriad of self-righteous voices counselling Him on how to be king. He knew their hearts,
and their unbelief, and He knew to set their words aside in favour of His Father’s clear
commands:
John 7:2
But when the Jewish Festival of Tabernacles was near, Jesus' brothers said to him, "Leave
Galilee and go to Judea, so that your disciples there may see the works you do. No one
who wants to become a public figure acts in secret. Since you are doing these things,
show yourself to the world." For even his own brothers did not believe in him. Therefore
Jesus told them, "My time is not yet here; for you any time will do.
Beloved, we need to tune out the voices of the flesh, the world, and our adversary. Then
we need to tune in to God’s unchanging Word with hearts ready to obey.
Glorify thy Son. When we see Jesus we see God (Hebrews 1:3). When God glorifies His
Son, He is glorifying Himself. And what does it mean to glorify?
doxazō
dox-ad'-zo
to render (or esteem) glorious (in a wide application): - (make) glorify (-ious), full of (have)
glory, honour, magnify.
Imagine putting a magnifying glass to a small pebble. At just the right angle, this pebble
looks like a huge boulder through the lens of the glass. So is Jesus magnified through the
illumination and magnification of the Holy Spirit—yes the same Spirit that came to reside in
us when we were saved! This is why we must rely on the Holy Spirit to illuminate the Word
of God for us, and to magnify Jesus for us in worship.

John 17:2
(KJV) As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as
many as thou hast given him.
(NIV) For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all
those you have given him.
Jesus is the way and the truth and the life for every man, woman, and child. This is not my
idea, this is not any Christian’s idea—this is God’s plan for salvation to reconcile His
masterwork you and I back to Him in love through the cross. Hallelujah!

John 14:6
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father,
but by me.
Only through faith alone in Jesus alone. That is the gospel!

John 17:3
(KJV) And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent.
(NIV) Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom you have sent.
This is an invitation for the unbeliever to come home: Come home today. Today is the day
of salvation (2 Corinthians 6:2).
Accept Jesus today.
This is God’s plea to all humankind: Come home today and be reconciled forever to the
one true God, through the one true Saviour, and receive the one true Holy Spirit. And to
believers who have wandered away, God calls out—come back home to the arms of your
Father (Luke 15:11-32).
It is very easy to pass over a verse like John 3:16–simply out of familiarity—and miss the
personal invitation concealed therein.
John 3:16
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
There it is. Whosoever. That whosoever has a name. He knows you. He knows the
number of hairs on your head. He knows the number of your days.
Luke 12:7
But even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not therefore: ye are of more
value than many sparrows.
Job 14:5
A person's days are determined; you have decreed the number of his months and have set
limits he cannot exceed.
Now, beloved, He invites you.

John 17:4
(KJV) I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to
do.
(NIV) I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do.

Jesus obeyed God perfectly. When we accept Jesus as our Lord and Saviour, His perfect
fulfillment of the law of God covers us from the wrath of God. The completed work of Jesus
on earth—and His finished work on the cross—makes Jesus the Son in whom God the
Father is well pleased.
Matthew 3:13-17
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But John tried to
deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" Jesus replied,
"Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness." Then John
consented. As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment
heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on
him. And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well
pleased."

John 17:5
(KJV) And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had
with thee before the world was.
(NIV) And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the
world began.
In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:1) Jesus was
there. The Holy Spirit was there. And before! The Holy Trinity was one. And when we
invited Jesus through the Holy Spirit to come live inside us, we were grafted into the
intimacy of relationship that began with the Holy Trinity. What a gift! Give Him praise!

John 17:6
(KJV) I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world:
thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word.
(NIV) "I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours;
you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word.
So, you have accepted the Lord. And He has given you His precious Word of instruction,
and a heart to obey it. Beloved, do not resist Him, do not rebel against
Him. Do not harden your heart.
Hebrews 3:7-10
Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts,
as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: When your fathers
tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years. Wherefore I was grieved with that
generation, and said, they do always err in their heart; and they have not known my ways.
Keep His Word. To align yourself with God’s Word is to grow in Him, and to love and enjoy
God forever—it’s an eternal relationship with your Maker. Why would you resist Him? Why
would you grieve Him? His Word is a love letter to you—respond in kind.
John 14:15

If ye love me, keep my commandments.

John 17:7
(KJV) Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee.
(NIV) Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you.

John 17:8
(KJV) For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have
received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed
that thou didst send me.
(NIV) For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with
certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.
The glory of God comes down from heaven (James 1:17) through His clear,
understandable Word, and when we obey it we carry on His glory through our lives and
into the watching, seeking world. They will see that—through Jesus—God desires to have
a vibrant, moment-by-moment relationship with us. His love is not communicated through
cold, rehearsed tradition and religion.

John 17:9
(KJV) I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for
they are thine.
(NIV) I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for
they are yours.
We are no longer in love with the world (1 John 2:15-17) but we are in love with Jesus,
who loved us first (1 John 4:19). This prayer of Jesus is truly a gift to His church, His
followers. Jesus assures us that we are His and no one and nothing can snatch us out of
His hands.
John 10:27-28
My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And I give unto them
eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.

John 17:10
(KJV) And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them.
(NIV) All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through
them.
As we live for Him day by day—believing, praying, obeying—Jesus is our gift of God’s
glory, even as He is glorified in us. Through our lives, beloved, the world will see that
Jesus is Lord!

John 17:11
(KJV) And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee.
Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may
be one, as we are.
(NIV) I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to
you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that
they may be one as we are one.

This is a plea for unity. It is God Who ultimately keeps together His sheepfold, as we look
to the Good Shepherd.
John 10:11-16
I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. But he that is an
hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and
leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. The
hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. I am the good
shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. As the Father knoweth me, even
so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. And other sheep I have, which
are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be
one fold, and one shepherd.
When we stray outside the sheepfold, Jesus calls us home—as in the story of the prodigal
(Luke 15:11-32). Brothers and sisters, let’s stay together under the banner of the Word of
God and the person of Jesus Christ.
Hebrews 1:3
Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding
all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on
the right hand of the Majesty on high;

John 17:12
(KJV) While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest
me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might
be fulfilled.
(NIV) While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave
me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be
fulfilled.
Faithful Shepherd Jesus. No one can snatch us out of His hands. Can we even shake free
of His hands?
Oh Lord keep us from falling:
Jude 1:24-25
Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the
presence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and
majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.
Indeed, Jesus holds together all things:
Colossians 1:15-17
Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: For by him were all
things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and
for him: And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

How could He then not keep His church?

John 17:13
(KJV) And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have
my joy fulfilled in themselves.
(NIV) "I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that
they may have the full measure of my joy within them.
The joy of the Lord is your strength (Nehemiah 8:10)! While worldly happiness is
temporary and fleeting, the joy of the Lord overflows from within and strengthens us as we
look to our future glory in heaven.
Philippians 4:13

I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

Hallelujah!

John 17:14
(KJV) I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of
the world, even as I am not of the world.
(NIV) I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the
world any more than I am of the world.

John 17:15
(KJV) I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest
keep them from the evil.
(NIV) My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from
the evil one.

John 17:16
(KJV) They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.
(NIV) They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.
You’ve heard the expression in the world but not of the world, echoing 1 John 2:15-17:
1John 2:15-17
Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust
of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world
passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.
Let’s ask ourselves today:
Are we in the world AND of the world? Or are we walking as Jesus walked?
1John 2:1-6
My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation for our

sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. And hereby we do
know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth
his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. He
that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.

John 17:17
(KJV) Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
(NIV) Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.
SANCTIFICA'TION, n.
1. The act of making holy. In an evangelical sense, the act of God's grace by which the
affections of men are purified or alienated from sin and the world, and exalted to a
supreme love to God. God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation, through
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth. 2 Th 2. 1 Pet 1.
2. The act of consecrating or of setting apart for a sacred purpose; consecration.
As I was thinking about this word and then this verse, it occurred to me that at every point
of truth there is a reckoning—we will either obey or disobey. At the command of Jesus, we
will either stay or go. But know this beloved—God’s sanctification process is life long, and
He is committed 100 percent to it.
Philippians 1:6
Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:
Our connection to the Vine (John 15:1-8) and our cooperation with the Divine are
interdependent.

John 17:18
(KJV) As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.
(NIV) As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.
Our theme for 2022 at Freedom Life Church is Authority. We have the command. We have
the authority to carry it out:
Matthew 28:16-20
Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to
go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to
them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
We make disciples. How? We go. We go. We evangelize, we baptize, we teach, we
disciple, and we LOVE. We duplicate Jesus in us in others. We stay intimately connected
to Jesus through it all, empowered by the Holy Spirit.

John 17:19
(KJV) And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the
truth.
(NIV) For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.

John 17:20
(KJV) Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through
their word;
(NIV) "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through
their message,
Jesus here is addressing future Christians who would be saved through the ministry of the
disciples and go on to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus (2 Peter 3:18).

John 17:21
(KJV) That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also
may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.
(NIV) that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they
also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.

John 17:22
(KJV) And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even
as we are one:
(NIV) I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one

John 17:23
(KJV) I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world
may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.
(NIV) I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the
world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

John 17:24
(KJV) Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that
they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the
foundation of the world.
(NIV) "Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my
glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.

John 17:25
(KJV) O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and
these have known that thou hast sent me.
(NIV) "Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know
that you have sent me.

John 17:26
(KJV) And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith
thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.
(NIV) I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that
the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them."
To conclude today, we need to recognize that the thing that identified the disciples of Jesus
to the world was the love they had one to another. This love grew out of God the Vine,
through Jesus, into the disciples via the Holy Spirit. As we soon welcome in 2022, we will
be likewise recognized as God’s own through the way we love one another, by the way
Jesus is glorified in our personal walk with Him, and our love for one another in the Body of
Christ. In this way, we each and all can give the gift of God’s glory to a lost and broken
world.
I leave you with these verses, and I pray they will resonate in your hearts as we sojourn
into a new week, and a new year. Bless you each and all.
John 15:4-8
Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in
the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. "I am the vine; you are the
branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can
do nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and
withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me
and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. This is to
my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
Amen.
~ Reverend Darren McClelland

