Lord, Make Us Aware
Matthew 6:22-23
A few years ago, I was driving down Ottawa Street—on my way home from an appointment.
It was a sunny summer day and I was singing praises to God. As I came to stop at a red
light at Westmount Road, I looked into my rear-view mirror to see an old blue Honda Civic
drifting into my lane, seemingly oblivious that I was stopped there for the red light. There
were cars all around me so I could not pull up out of the way of this blinded driver. So, the
car drove into my rear passenger door. An older man immediately got out of the car and
came to my window. He was visibly shaken, and fearful of my reaction to his damaging of
my car. “I’m so sorry. I didn’t see you. I wanted to get out of the right turn lane. I will pay for
any damage. Let’s meet across the way in that parking lot…”
I nodded yes but the whole time he was apologizing I just smiled in compassion. The Holy
Spirit was shining through me on this precious soul. As we pulled into the parking lot. I
prayed a silent blessing over the man and the whole situation.
I looked over the damage to my car—only a dent and some scuff marks from his fender. He
stood at a distance wondering what I might say or do in my anger. Except, there was no
anger. I felt love. I felt compassion. I could see by his clothes and car he likely was not
rich—I told him not to worry about it. “Well, how much do you think it will cost?” he asked.
Again, I told him not to worry because I wasn’t concerned at all. He handed me a piece of
paper with his phone number on it. “Please call me with the amount I owe you. Again, I’m so
sorry…”
This man had a blind spot, and I had to endure the consequence of it. I’m sure that those
who witnessed the crash were commenting with indignation “What a fool! How could he not
see that other car? Is he blind? He needs to pay for that!”
Folks, we all have blind spots. Spiritual blind spots. And we call them such because we
simply don’t see them. Certainly, God sees them. And those closest to us see them—they
may even suffer consequences because of them. Some may suffer silently; others may
voice their frustration at our blindness. All the while we see no problem at all! For all kinds of
reasons--self, sin, distractions, or deception--our spiritual vision is not always 20/20.
Matthew 6:22-23
"The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of light.
But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light
within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!
There are three characteristics of a spiritual blind spot:
1. The one with it can’t see it.
2. It always perpetuates conflict of some kind.
3. Only God can reveal it.

To illustrate these characteristics and how they manifest in real life, we are going revisit a
familiar story in the Old Testament and look outside in at a man with a spiritual blind spot—
though he was called in Acts 13:22 “a man after God’s own heart.” Of course, I’m referring to
King David.
2Samuel 11:1-3
In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king's men
and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But
David remained in Jerusalem. One evening David got up from his bed and walked around
on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very
beautiful, and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, "She is Bathsheba,
the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite."
Let’s press pause. First of all, if it’s spring and the time for kings to go off to war and lead
their armies, what is happily-married-with-three-wives King David doing sending out General
Joab in his place, while lounging around the house, making a picnic lunch for his flesh? And
by this I am referring to Romans 13:14 – David was not thinking about Jesus, but of ways to
gratify the desires of his sinful nature!
And remember, David was no spiritual novice—he wrote a psalm or two! Nor was he a
rookie king—this was his seventeenth year on the throne!
So, could it be that our wanderlust king had a spiritual blind spot? (And remember, we all
have them…)
Our fearless bath-robed king moves from making provision for the flesh (by not being where
he ought), to lusting (with no fear of being caught), fetching the girl using his kingly
credentials (and in his mind—why not?), and then does the adulterous deed. Then follows a
pregnancy, lies, a failed cover up, a murder plot, and endless family tragedy—in other
words, consequences.
To say nothing of God’s poured out fury in judgment because King David was an anointed
leader who was not leading! (PLUG FOR L.I.G.H.T.S COURSE)
I will leave it to you to revisit the harrowing details in 2 Samuel 11 and beyond of the waves
of consequences that resulted from David’s spiritual blind spot. Suffice to say—he wasn’t the
only one who paid dearly for the wages of his sin (Romans 6:23).
Our spiritual blind spots may not result in profound consequences as in David’s life. But the
point is, others may have to pay a price for what we can’t see—or simply choose not to see.
Years ago, my marriage with Sheri took a hit because I was always gone—leading
“ministry”—and blind to the fact that God also needed me to lead at home by being
physically and spiritually present for my wife. Thank God He was merciful and allowed divine
upheaval and Holy Spirit conviction to help me see my spiritual blind spot—my sin—before
anything worse happened.

I remember the severe discipline of the Lord--and I can still hear Jesus saying “go and sin
no more” (John 8:11).
Now, in David’s case, God intervenes through a preacher:
2Samuel 12:1-14
The LORD sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, "There were two men in a
certain town, one rich and the other poor. The rich man had a very large number of sheep
and cattle, but the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He
raised it, and it grew up with him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and
even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to him. "Now a traveler came to the rich man,
but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for
the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor
man and prepared it for the one who had come to him." David burned with anger against
the man and said to Nathan, "As surely as the LORD lives, the man who did this must die!
He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity."
Then Nathan said to David, "You are the man! This is what the LORD, the God of Israel,
says: 'I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. I gave your
master's house to you, and your master's wives into your arms. I gave you all Israel and
Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have given you even more. Why did you
despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the
Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the
Ammonites. Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you
despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.' "This is what the LORD
says: 'Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity on you. Before your very eyes
I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will sleep with your
wives in broad daylight. You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before
all Israel.'" Then David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the LORD." Nathan replied,
"The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. But because by doing this
you have shown utter contempt for the LORD, the son born to you will die."
When God turns on the light switch to reveal a spiritual blind spot in our lives—He moves
through the conviction of the Holy Spirit—through a circumstance, a preacher, a friend, a
spouse, or simply illuminated Scripture.
After the reveal, when we are no longer blind to the truth, we can respond in one of two
ways:
HARDENING OF THE HEART
Hebrews 3:7-12
So, as the Holy Spirit says: "Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you
did in the rebellion, during the time of testing in the wilderness, where your ancestors tested
and tried me, though for forty years they saw what I did. That is why I was angry with that
generation; I said, 'Their hearts are always going astray, and they have not known my ways.'
So I declared on oath in my anger, 'They shall never enter my rest.'" See to it, brothers and
sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God.

HUMILITY
In Psalm 38 David expresses to God that he is in great physical, mental, and spiritual
anguish, living as he is in the agony of the consequences of his sin. This is not a man
rejoicing on a sinning spree:
Psalm 38:18

I confess my iniquity; I am troubled by my sin.

God also used Nathan to uniquely appeal to David’s conscience and to his heart’s desire to
restore the right relationship with the Lord he once had. And yes, much damage was done—
so repair and restitution with those he hurt would be required too.
Beloved, I pray that it is always our desire to keep short accounts with God. Remember, for
a humble and repentant heart, Jesus is the fast track back to right relationship with God. We
can approach His throne of grace 24/7!
1John 2:1-2
My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have
an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice
for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.
Perhaps God will choose us one day to be like Nathan in the life of another believer, shining
light on their spiritual blind spot and helping them to see. But it must always be the Holy
Spirit leading such a process, and always within the context of a relationship of love and
trust—especially among our brothers and sisters in Christ.
One way to cultivate these spiritual relationships with one another is to be a Biblical, daily
encourager:
Hebrews 3:13
But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called "Today," so that none of you may be
hardened by sin's deceitfulness.
And most important, we need to be humble and vulnerable before God, meeting with Him
daily (Mathew 6:6), allowing him to shine His holy searchlight upon our spiritual blind spots:
Psalm 139:23-24
Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there
is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
Psalm 19:12-14
But who can discern their own errors? Forgive my hidden faults. Keep your servant also
from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then I will be blameless, innocent of great
transgression. May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in
your sight, LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.
~ Reverend Darren McClelland

